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LUTHERAN CHAPEL 
SERVICE OF ANTE COMMUNION 

BOLD indicates congregational responses -* Indicates that all who are able should stand to honor God. 

GATHER  

PRELUDE                                          "Blessed Holy Trinity"                                       Dennis Eliot  

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS              

P: In the name of the Father, and of the +Son, and of the Holy Spirit.                   Matthew 28:19b 

C: Amen. 

CALL TO CONFESSION                      1 John 1:8-9 

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we confess our 
sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

P: Let us recite the gift of the Ten Commandments and the Great Commandment and use these 
teachings to examine our lives. 

THE TEN COMMANDMENTS                         Exodus 20:1-17 

1. I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of slavery; you shall have no other gods. 
2. You shall not make wrongful use of the Name of the LORD your God. 
3. Remember the Sabbath day and keep it holy. 
4. Honor your father and mother. 
5. You shall not murder. 
6. You shall not commit adultery. 
7. You shall not steal. 
8. You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 
9. You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. 
10. You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife or (husband). 

THE GREAT COMMANDMENT                                                                        Mark 12:28-31 

You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 
your mind and with all your strength...you shall love your neighbor as yourself. 

P: Let us kneel or sit for a time of silent confession and self-examination. 

P: Most merciful God, 

C: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against 
You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 
and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways, to the glory of 
Your holy name. Amen. 

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His sake God 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by His 
authority. I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 
Father, and of the +Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen.  
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*PROCESSIONAL HYMN             "How Great Thou Art"                                           ELW #856 

*THE APOSTOLIC GREETING                                                                   2 Corinthians 13:13 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all.             

C: And also with you. 

*THE KYRIE                                                                                       Mark10:47, WOV pg. 28 

AM: Kyrie eleison       C: Lord, have mercy. 

AM: Christe eleison        C: Christ, have mercy. 

AM: Kyrie eleison        C: Lord, have mercy. 

*GLORY TO GOD                                          Luke 2:14, John 1:29, WOV pg. 29 

Refrain 

Glory to God, glory to God, glory to God in the highest; 
Glory to God, glory to God, and peace to God’s people on earth. 

     Verse 1 
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, 
We worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.  

Refrain 

     Verse 2 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father 
Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: 
Have mercy on us;  
You are seated at the right hand of the Father; receive our prayer.  

Refrain 

     Verse 3 
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 
You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.               

Refrain 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY             (In Unison) 

P: The Lord be with you. C: And also with you. 

C: Beloved and sovereign God, through the death and resurrection of your Son you bring us 
into your kingdom of justice and mercy. By your Spirit, give us your wisdom, that we may 
treasure the life that comes from Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

WORD 

STORY OF SALVATION LESSON                                                                    2 KINGS 25:1-21  
 

1 And in the ninth year of his reign, in the tenth month, on the tenth day of the month, King 
Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon came with all his army against Jerusalem and laid siege to it; they 
built siegeworks against it all around. 2 So the city was besieged until the eleventh year of King 
Zedekiah. 3 On the ninth day of the fourth month, the famine became so severe in the city that 
there was no food for the people of the land. 4 Then a breach was made in the city wall; the king 
with all the soldiers fled by night by the way of the gate between the two walls, by the King’s 
Garden, though the Chaldeans were all around the city. They went in the direction of the Arabah. 5 
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But the army of the Chaldeans pursued the king and overtook him in the plains of Jericho; all his 
army was scattered, deserting him. 6 Then they captured the king and brought him up to the king 
of Babylon at Riblah, who passed sentence on him. 7 They slaughtered the sons of Zedekiah 
before his eyes, then put out the eyes of Zedekiah; they bound him in fetters and took him to 
Babylon. 
  8 In the fifth month, on the seventh day of the month—which was the nineteenth year of King 
Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon—Nebuzaradan, the captain of the bodyguard, a servant of the 
king of Babylon, came to Jerusalem. 9 He burned the house of the Lord, the king’s house, and all 
the houses of Jerusalem; every great house he burned down. 10 All the army of the Chaldeans who 
were with the captain of the guard broke down the walls around Jerusalem. 11 Nebuzaradan the 
captain of the guard carried into exile the rest of the people who were left in the city and the 
deserters who had defected to the king of Babylon—all the rest of the multitude. 12 But the captain 
of the guard left some of the poorest people of the land to be vinedressers and tillers of the soil. 
  13 The bronze pillars that were in the house of the Lord, as well as the stands and the bronze sea 
that were in the house of the Lord, the Chaldeans broke in pieces and carried the bronze to 
Babylon. 14 They took away the pots, the shovels, the snuffers, the dishes for incense, and all the 
bronze vessels used in the temple service, 15 as well as the firepans and the basins. What was made 
of gold the captain of the guard took away for the gold and what was made of silver for the 
silver. 16 As for the two pillars, the one sea, and the stands that Solomon had made for the house of 
the Lord, the bronze of all these vessels was beyond weighing. 17 The height of the one pillar was 
eighteen cubits, and on it was a bronze capital; the height of the capital was three cubits; 
latticework and pomegranates, all of bronze, were on the capital all around. The second pillar had 
the same, with the latticework. 
  18 The captain of the guard took the chief priest Seraiah, the second priest Zephaniah, and the 
three guardians of the threshold; 19 from the city he took an officer who had been in command of 
the soldiers and five men of the king’s council who were found in the city; the secretary who was 
the commander of the army who mustered the people of the land; and sixty men of the people of 
the land who were found in the city. 20 Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard took them and 
brought them to the king of Babylon at Riblah. 21 The king of Babylon struck them down and 
put them to death at Riblah in the land of Hamath. So Judah went into exile out of its land.  

L: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

STORY OF SALVATION TIMELINE 

The timeline below offers an overview of the Story of Salvation lesson from Genesis to Revelation. 
The + marks where we are now.  Memory verse is in bold. 

Creation : Fall : Promise : Exodus : Conquest : Judges : +Kings and Prophets : Exile :  
 Restoration : 2nd Temple : JESUS : Apostles : Last Day : New Creation 

PSALM 119:129-136 
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129  Your decrees are wonderful; 
 therefore I obey them with all my heart. 
130  When your word is opened it gives light; 
 it gives understanding to the simple. 
131  I open my mouth and pant 
 because I long for your commandments. 
132  Turn to me and be gracious to me, 
 as you always do to those who love your name.    

Refrain 

133  Order my footsteps in your word; 
 let no iniquity have dominion over me. 
134  Rescue me from those who oppress me, 
 and I will keep your commandments. 
135  Let your face shine upon your servant 
 and teach | me your statutes. 
136  My eyes shed streams of tears, 
 because people do not keep your teaching.    

Refrain 

. 

SECOND LESSON                                                                                             ROMANS 8:26-39 
26 The Spirit helps us in our weakness, for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that very 
Spirit intercedes with groanings too deep for words. 27 And God, who searches hearts, knows what 
is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God. 
  28 We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called 
according to his purpose. 29 For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to 
the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn within a large family. 30 And those 
whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also justified, and those whom 
he justified he also glorified. 
 
  31 What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? 32 He who did 
not withhold his own Son but gave him up for all of us, how will he not with him also give us 
everything else? 33 Who will bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 34 Who 
is to condemn? It is Christ who died, or rather, who was raised, who is also at the right hand of 
God, who also intercedes for us. 35 Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will affliction or 
distress or persecution or famine or nakedness or peril or sword? 36 As it is written, 
 “For your sake we are being killed all day long; 
  we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.” 
37 No, in all these things we are more than victorious through him who loved us. 38 For I am 
convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, 
nor powers, 39 nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation will be able to separate us 
from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

L: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
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*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                                   John 6:68 

Alleluia. Lord to who shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. 

*GOSPEL                 MATTHEW 13:31-33, 44-52 

Those who are able may stand to honor Christ during the reading of the Gospel. 

Response after the announcement: 

  31 [Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard 
seed that someone took and sowed in his field;32 it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has 
grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make 
nests in its branches.” 
  33 He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and 
mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.” 
  44 “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and reburied; 
then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. 
  45 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; 46 on finding one 
pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it. 
  47 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught fish of 
every kind; 48 when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but 
threw out the bad. 49 So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate the 
evil from the righteous 50 and throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. 
  51 “Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” 52 And he said to them, “Therefore 
every scribe who has become a disciple in the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a 
household who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.” 

 P: The Gospel of the Lord.      

MESSAGE                                                                 “Treasure” 

Fall of Judah 
The Kingdom of Heaven 

The Law is an aspect in the Word that shows our brokenness, sin and need for Jesus’ saving 
power: I fail to see the Kingdom now due to all these worldly anxieties. 

The Gospel is an aspect in the Word that gives strength, wisdom and hope in Jesus’ ultimate 
saving power: In Christ, the true Kingdom is open to all who trust in Him, past, present, and in the 
fulfillment to come.    

So What?/Plain Sense: What is going on in your life? Where is God in all this? What one thing 
did you learn from the Word of the Lord? What one question do you have from the Word of the 
Lord? Do what you do for our Lord Jesus and His eternal kingdom – not for human approval. 
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*HYMN OF THE DAY                       "Beautiful Things”                                               ACS #925 

*THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

All are invited to confess our faith in God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. If you have not received 

the gift of baptism or would like to affirm your faith in Jesus and join His mission here, please 

indicate on the attendance registry and talk to an usher or the pastor. 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,  

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried.  

He descended into hell.  
The third day He rose again from the dead.  

He ascended into heaven and  
sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  

From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy Christian Church,  
the communion of saints,  

the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body 

and the life + everlasting. Amen. 
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*THE SHARING OF THE PEACE                                                                        Philippians 4:7 

P: The peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds through Christ 
Jesus. 

TITHES AND OFFERINGS                         Malachi 3:10, Matthew 23:23, 2 Corinthians 9:7-8 

MUSICAL OFFERING                 "Morning Has Broken"                                              by Novak 

Offered by Instrument Ensemble 

*OFFERTORY                    "Create in Me a Clean Heart"                    Psalm 51:10-1 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 
Cast me not away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 
Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and uphold me with your free Spirit.  

*THE OFFERTORY PRAYER         (In Unison) 

C: Blessed are You, O God, maker of all things. Through Your goodness You have blessed us 
with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have 
gathered in feeding the world with Your love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION                                                                            1 Timothy 2:1-4 

AM: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their 
needs. 

A brief silence may be kept. Each prayer will conclude: Lord in Your mercy, and the congregation 
may respond Hear our prayers. 

Prayers are commended in Jesus’ Name. 

AM: All these prayers and whatever else You see that we need we ask in the Name of Jesus 
Christ, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, One God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

*THE LORD’S PRAYER                         Matthew 6:9-13 

AM: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray:  

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 
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SENDING 

*BENEDICTION 

*RECESSIONAL HYMN         "Give to Our God Immortal Praise"                             ELW #848 

*DISMISSAL 

P: Go in peace, serve the Lord! 

C: Thanks be to God.  

POSTLUDE                "Jubilant Gigue"                                  Iouri Grichetchkine 

    †  †  †  †  †  †  †  † 

OUR ALTAR FLOWERS: Given to the Glory of God in memory of Kay’s Birthday, given by 

Alfred Lineberger.  

 

Ministers………………………………………………………………..People of Lutheran Chapel 
Pastor ……………………………………………………………………………….Michael Comer 
Administrative Assistant……………………………………………………………...Susan Hibsch 
Director of Music Ministries…………………………………………….………….....Kathie Riebe 
Choir Accompanist……………………………………………………….……..……Anna Gilreath 
Assistant Minister……………………………………………………….…….....Norman Overcash 
Acolyte………………………………………………………………….……...........Luke Hoffman 
Lector………………………………………………………………………..…......Crown Hoffman 
Crucifer………………………………………………………………...……….....…Maddie Potter 
Head Ushers……………………………………………………….Steve Clark and Ervin Hoffman 
First Aid/AED/CPR………………………………………………….…  …….........….Steve Clark 
Council Members of the Month………………………….....Mary Ann Burgoon & Pam Overcash 

 

Serving the 
CHURCH 
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GENERAL INFORMATION: If your family is in need of a nursery attendant during the 
10:00 service, please let our ushers know and they will contact one of our attendants. Re-
strooms are located on the bottom floor of the Sanctuary. Additional restrooms are located in 
the Educational Building and do not require the use of stairs. If needed, please see an usher for 
assistance in locating them. 

TO GIVE TITHES AND OFFERINGS ONLINE: This QR code goes straight to 
the “Easy Tithe” page on the website that accepts tithes and offerings electronically. 

SCHOOL SUPPLIES: The Social Ministry committee will be collecting donations for school 
supplies this Sunday, July 26th. Every year we purchase supplies for children that will help 
them begin their school year with the basic needs. If you would like to donate, please either 
bring cash or you may also write a check made out to Lutheran Chapel and mark it for school 
supplies. School pencil pouches will be in every pew for your donations.   

We thank you so much for your support for children in our community! 

HOMECOMING/FRIEND SUNDAY: The Worship & Music and Outreach Teams invite you 
to join us for Homecoming/Friend Sunday on Sunday, September 27, 2026, immediately fol-
lowing the worship service. Please bring a dish to share. If you would like an invitation mailed 
to a friend, family member, or former church member, please send their name and mailing ad-
dress to Eula Ritchie at  
ebritchie2734@gmail.com by August 15, 2026. 

SPEAKER CAITLIN REESE KILLIAN: The Esther Circle at Lutheran Chapel Church in-
vites all ladies of the church and their guests to join us for our October 5th meeting at 10:00 
am. We are honored to welcome Caitlin Reese Killian as our guest speaker, as she shares her 
inspiring cancer journey, faith, and message of hope and perseverance. 

In November 2019, at the age of 29, Caitlin was diagnosed with Stage 3 triple-negative breast 
cancer. Despite facing a difficult diagnosis and treatment journey, including a double mastecto-
my, Caitlin has continued to inspire others through her faith and positive outlook. A graduate of 
Lenoir-Rhyne University and former elementary music teacher, she now works part-time and 
hosts the “Goodness and Grace” podcast. 

Please call the church office or Judy Anton at 704-867-1309 by September 27th if you plan to 
attend. Be sure to let us know how many will be attending with you so we can plan accordingly. 

LOVE OFFERING FOR JULY: July’s love offering will be sent to the Holy Angels, which 
provides programs and services for children and adults with varying degrees of mental retarda-
tion; some of whom have physical disabilities and are medically fragile, requiring specialized 
care. Programs provided to the residents include residential services, special education, medical 
services, creative arts therapy, social work, habilitation services, nutrition, recreation, vocation-
al training, and opportunities for spiritual growth. The support and donations given to this min-
istry offer families peace of mind knowing that their special child is receiving the highest quali-
ty of compassionate care and a loving home. 

mailto:ebritchie2734@gmail.com
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Next Week’s 

LESSONS 
Wednesday, July 29 
Vespers and the Chosen - Psalm 119:1-8 “Alef” and The Chosen “Jesus Loves the Little Children” 
Sunday, August 2  

  Morning Prayer - Galatians 4:21-31 “Understanding Typology” 
 Bible Study -  
  Chapel Class – Acts 13 “Dealing with Mixed Receptions” 
  Fellowship Class – Matthew 21 “Authority” 
  Joy Class – Judges 6 “Called” 
  Story of Salvation (Church Facebook Page) –  Ezekiel “On the Prophet Ezekiel”  
 Worship - Daniel 3:1-29 and Matthew 14:22-33 “Master of Sea and Storm” 

 Sunday, July 26 

  

8:00 am 
8:30 am 
9:00 am 

10:00 am 
4:00 - 6:00 

8:00 pm 

Morning Prayer (Chapel) 
Fellowship 
Sunday School 
Worship (Sanctuary) 
Life in Christ (Fellowship Hall) 
Faith Group (Fellowship Hall) 

 Monday, July 27   

 Tuesday, July 28  10:00 am 
6:00 pm 

Clothing Closet Workday 
Pickup Basketball (Family Life Center) 

 Wednesday, July 29 6:00 pm Suffrages and the Chosen (Chapel) 

 Thursday, July 30   

 Friday, July 31  Office closed 

 Saturday, August 1 9:30 am Hungry Peeps in (Fellowship Hall) 

 Sunday, August 2 8:00 am 
8:30 am 
9:00 am 

10:00 am 
11:30 am 

8:00 pm 

Morning Prayer (Chapel) 
Fellowship 
Sunday School  
Worship (Sanctuary) 
Chancel Choir (Sanctuary) 
Faith Group (Fellowship Hall) 
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DAILY PRAYER - A HOME ALTAR ALTERS THE HOME!: Sunrise, noon, sunset and at 

meals are times for daily prayer (Psalm 1, 55:17). May God bless you as you turn to Him day by day. 

THE BIBLE IN A YEAR - Week 30 July 26 to August 2, 2026. Read the whole Bible.  

07/26 Morning Reading: Acts 27:1-26—Evening Reading: Psalms 40, 41, 42 
07/27 Morning Reading: Acts 27:27-44—Evening Reading: Psalms 43, 44, 45 

07/28 Morning Reading: Acts 28—Evening Reading: Psalms 46, 47, 48 
07/28 Morning Reading: Acts 28—Evening Reading: Psalms 46, 47, 48 
07/29 Morning Reading: Romans 1—Evening Reading: Psalms 49, 50 
07/30 Morning Reading: Romans 2—Evening Reading: Psalms 51, 52, 53 
07/31 Morning Reading: Romans 3—Evening Reading: Psalms 54, 55, 56 
08/01 Morning Reading: Romans 4—Evening Reading: Psalms 57, 58, 59 
08/02 Morning Reading: Romans 5—Evening Reading: Psalms 60, 61, 62 

This QR code goes to the Daily prayers page on the website with commemorations for 
the week. Daily devotions are at Our Daily Bread odbm.org 

THE PSALMS (Book 2) - Pray the Prayer book the Holy Spirit gives! 

God: Father, +Son, and Holy Spirit receives praise and worship from the Church and all angels. 

Invitatory through St. Michael and All Angels: Glorious is God with His angels and saints: O 
come let us worship Him. 

Antiphon through St. Michael and All Angels: You make known to me the path of life; in Your 
presence there is fullness of joy; at Your right hand are pleasures forevermore (Psalm 16:11). 

PRAYER LIST FOR FELLOWSHIP: Olivia Berghello, Shirley Bradley, Miles Carpenter, Todd 
Carpenter, George Cashion, Renee Dockery, Deborah Gault, Baker Hampton, and Pat Robinson.  

FRIENDS OF THE FELLOWSHIP: Kathy Bradley, Deborah Carpenter, Doris Coggins, Deb-
bie Dempel, Genniser Devega, Tucker Doyne, Carolyn Gantt, Abi Gordon, Terri Hartsfield, John, 
Sherry McCart, Jake Parks, John and Ann Peters, Rita Pasour, Jeff Smith, Christy Carpenter 
Smith, Charlene Sorenson, Judy Turner, Daniel Wankel, Lougene Webber, Starr Wilhite, and For 
our Nation and Military during Operation Epic Fury. 

 To share concerns and updates for the prayer list contact the church office (704-864-6491) or 

call/text Pastor Comer (704-787-6439). 

 Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  Morning 95, 42  95, 47 95, 51 95, 60 95, 63 95, 67     95, 70 

  Evening 46 49 55 62 66 68 72 
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