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LUTHERAN CHAPEL 

SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION 

BOLD indicates congregational responses -* Indicates that all who are able should stand to honor God. 

GATHER 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCMENTS 

PRELUDE                                              

Chancel Choir              “Medieval Gloria”                           Vijay Singh 

Chapel Ringers               “Go Tell It on the Mountain”    ML Thompson and FL Callahan 

Chapel Ringers                      Bell Peal on "How Great our Joy”                          Linda R. Lamb 

Instrumental Ensemble             “Joy to Good Christians, All”            Arr. by Harold Burgmayer 

Instrument Ensemble                 “In the Bleak Mid Winter”        Arr. by William G. Harbinson 

Instrument Ensemble                           “I Saw Three Ships”                      Arr. by Luther Henderson 

                                                         

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS              

P: In the name of the Father, and of the +Son, and of the Holy Spirit.                   Matthew 28:19b 

C: Amen. 

CALL TO CONFESSION                      1 John 1:8-9 

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we confess our 
sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

P: Let us recite the gift of the Ten Commandments and the Great Commandment and use these 
teachings to examine our lives. 

THE TEN COMMANDMENTS                         Exodus 20:1-17 

1.  I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of slavery; you shall have no other gods. 
2.  You shall not make wrongful use of the Name of the LORD your God. 
3.  Remember the Sabbath day and keep it holy. 
4.  Honor your father and mother. 
5.  You shall not murder. 
6.  You shall not commit adultery. 
7.  You shall not steal. 
8.  You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 
9.  You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. 
10.  You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife or (husband). 
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THE GREAT COMMANDMENT                                                                        Mark 12:28-31 

You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 
your mind and with all your strength...you shall love your neighbor as yourself. 

P: Let us kneel or sit for a time of silent confession and self-examination. 

P: Most merciful God, 

C: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against 
You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 
and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways, to the glory of 
Your holy name. Amen. 

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His sake God 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by His 
authority. I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 
Father, and of the +Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen.  

*PROCESSIONAL HYMN             "O Come, All Ye Faithful"                                      ELW #283 

*THE APOSTOLIC GREETING                                                                   2 Corinthians 13:13 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all.             

C: And also with you. 

*GLORY TO GOD                   “Angels We Have Heard on High”                               ELW #289 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY                  (In Unison) 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

C: Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true Light. 
Grant that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence and in the last day 
wake to the brightness of his glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

WORD 

FIRST LESSON                                                                                                         ISAIAH 9:2-7 
     2 The people who walked in darkness 
        have seen a great light; 
        those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 
                  on them light has shined. 
              3 You have multiplied the nation, 
         you have increased its joy; 
        they rejoice before you 
         as with joy at the harvest, 
       as people exult when dividing plunder. 
      4 For the yoke of their burden, 
       and the bar across their shoulders, 
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       the rod of their oppressor, 
       you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
      5 For all the boots of the tramping warriors 
       and all the garments rolled in blood 
       shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 
      6 For a child has been born for us, 
       a son given to us; 
      authority rests upon his shoulders; 
       and he is named 
      Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
       Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
      7 His authority shall grow continually, 
       and there shall be endless peace 
      for the throne of David and his kingdom. 
       He will establish and uphold it 
      with justice and with righteousness 
       from this time onward and forevermore. 
      The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.  

L: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God.  

PSALM 96                  “Today Our Savior is Born”    Jaime Cortez 

Refrain 

Sing to our God a joyful song! Everyone bless God’s name. 

Tell of God’s wondrous deeds; sing to all the world. 

Refrain 

Heaven be glad and earth rejoice, let every ocean roar! 

Every forest, every tree joins the song of joy! 

Refrain 

Cry out with joy for God has come, come to rule the earth. 

God will rule the world with love, righteousness and truth. 

Refrain 
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SECOND LESSON                           TITUS 2:11-14 
11The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, 12training us to renounce impiety and 

worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled, upright, and godly, 
13while we wait for the blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of our great God and 

Savior, Jesus Christ. 14He it is who gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity 

and purify for himself a people of his own who are zealous for good deeds. 

L: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                  John 6:68 

C: Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. 

*GOSPEL                                                                    LUKE 2:1-20 

Those who are able may stand to honor Christ during the reading of the Gospel. 

Response after the announcement: 

1In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 
registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of 
Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth 
in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the 
house and family of David. 5He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and 
who was expecting a child. 6While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her 
child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in 
a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 
8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by 
night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, 
and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see — I am bringing 
you good news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is born this day in the city of David a 
Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped 
in bands of cloth and lying in a manger." 13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of 
the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 
 14"Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
 and on earth peace among those whom he favors!" 
15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let us 
go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to 
us." 16So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the 
manger. 17When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; 18and 
all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured all these 
words and pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for 
all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.  
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P: The Gospel of the Lord. 

MESSAGE                                                                                     “The Nativity of our Lord 2025” 

Census, Bethlehem, and the Manger 

Why? What Does this Mean For Us? 

The Law is an aspect in the Word that shows our brokenness, sin and need for Jesus’ saving 
power: Many do not know or outright reject the gift of Jesus, the Word made flesh for us. 

The Gospel is an aspect in the Word that gives strength, wisdom and hope in Jesus’ ultimate 
saving power: The Light of the Christ Child comes that all may believe and become children of 
God.   

So What?: Celebrate the greatest gift of all – Jesus born for us tonight. Remember you are blessed 
by Him to be a blessing to others in your path.   

*HYMN OF THE DAY                “O Little Town of Bethlehem”                                   ELW #279 

*THE NICENE CREED 

All are invited to confess our faith in God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. If you have not received 
the gift of baptism or would like to affirm your faith in Jesus and join His mission here, please 
indicate on the attendance registry and talk to an usher or the pastor. 

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven; 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 
he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, 
and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
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He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION                                                                          1 Timothy 2:1-4 

AM: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their 
needs. 

A brief silence may be kept. Each prayer will conclude: Lord in Your mercy, and the congregation 
may respond Hear our prayers. 

Prayers are commended in Jesus’ Name. 

AM: All these prayers and whatever else You see that we need we ask in the Name of Jesus 
Christ, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, One God, now and forever.  

C: Amen. 

*THE SHARING OF THE PEACE                                        Matthew 5:22-24: Ephesians 4:1-3 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: And also with you.  

THE MEAL 

TITHES AND OFFERINGS                           Malachi 3:10, Matthew 23:23, 2 Corinthians 9:7-8 

MUSICAL OFFERING     "At This Joyous Christmas Time”                          Eugene Butler 

                                                                                                       Chancel Choir & Chapels Ringers 

*OFFERTORY                “Create in Me a Clean Heart”                   Psalm 51:10-12 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 
Cast me not away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 
Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and uphold me with your free Spirit.  

*THE OFFERTORY PRAYER        (In Unison) 

C: Blessed are You, O God, maker of all things. Through Your goodness You have blessed us 
with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have 
gathered in feeding the world with Your love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING                             2 Timothy 4:22, Colossians 3:1, Psalm 136 

P. The Lord be with you.                        C. And also with you. 

P. Lift up your hearts.                                  C. We lift them to the Lord. 

P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.     C. It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
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*PREFACE AND THE HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                         Isaiah 6:3, Matthew 21:9, pg. 153 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, Lord God of power and might, Heaven and earth are full of your 
glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 *THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION                 Matthew 26, Mark 14, Luke 22, 1 Corinthians 11 

P: In the night in which He was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks, broke it, 
and gave it to His disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is My body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of Me. 

Again, after supper, He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is 
the new covenant in My blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this 
for the remembrance of Me. 

*THE LORD’S PRAYER                         Matthew 6:9-13 

P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray:  

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be Thy name,  

Thy kingdom come,  
Thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those  

who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil.  

For Thine is the kingdom,  

and the power, and the glory,  

forever and ever.  
Amen. 

*LAMB OF GOD                                                                                       John 1:29, pg. 154  
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace. 

*DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 

All baptized Christians are welcome to Holy Communion. Here we receive forgiveness, the gift of 
abiding in Jesus, the remembrance of His sacrificial love for us on the Cross, and the promise of 
eternal life (Luke 24:13-35, John 6:22-59, 1 Cor. 11:23-26). Please request grape juice or gluten 
free bread if needed. (Please take your communion cup as you leave and discard in trashcan.) 

P: This is the body of Christ given for you. This is the blood of Christ shed for you. 
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COMMUNION MUSIC     

Instrumental Ensemble                  “O Come, Little Children”                Arr. by Harold Burgmayer 

Instrumental Ensemble                        “Away in a Manger”                                  Karen Thompson 

Instrumental Ensemble            “Twas in the Moon of Wintertime”                          Susan T. Nelson                                    

Chapel Ringers                               “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly”                                     ELW # 276 

Chapel Ringers                        “Lo, How a Rose E’er  Blooming”                                 ELW # 272 

P: May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

C: Amen. 

*SONG OF SIMEON                                       Luke 2:29-32 

Now, Lord, you let your servant go in peace: your word has been fulfilled. 
My own eyes have seen the salvation which you have prepared in the sight of every people: 
A light to reveal you to the nations and the glory of your people Israel. 
Now, Lord, you let your servant go in peace. 

*POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

AM: Giver of every gift, Christ’s body is our food, and we are Christ’s body. Raise us to life by 
your power for the benefit of all and to your glory, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

CANDLE LIGHTING CEREMONY 

The minister lights a large candle from an altar candle, which symbolized Christ, the Light of the 

world. The ushers light their candles from the minister’s candle, then light the candle of each 

worshiper nearest the aisle. The lighted candle is never tilted. 

*HYMN                                            “Silent Night, Holy Night                                       ELW #281 

*BENEDICTION      

*RECESSIONAL HYMN            “Hark the Herald Angels Sing”                                ELW #270 

*DISMISSAL 

P: Go in peace, serve the Lord! 
C: Thanks be to God.      

POSTLUDE                “Joy to the World”                              Arr. by Anonymous 

†  †  †  †  †  †  †  † 
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Serving the 
CHURCH 

Ministers………………………………………………………………..People of Lutheran Chapel 
Pastor ……………………………………………………………………………….Michael Comer 
Administrative Assistant……………………………………………………………...Susan Hibsch 
Director of Music Ministries……………………………………………………….....Kathie Riebe 
Choir Accompanist……………………………………………………….…….……Anna Gilreath 
Assistant Minister……………………………………………………….…..…...Norman Overcash 
Acolyte…………………………………………………………………...…........Renwick Royston 
Lector…………………………………………………………………..…………....Baker Sanders 
Crucifer……………………………………………………………………….....…….....Will Clark 
Head Ushers……………………………………………………….Steve Clark and Ervin Hoffman 
First Aid/AED/CPR…………………………………………………….……...........Ervin Hoffman 
Council Members of the Month…………………..…………...…Rob Andrews and Jason Sanders 
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