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LUTHERAN CHAPEL 
SERVICE OF ANTE COMMUNION 

BOLD indicates congregational responses -* Indicates that all who are able should stand to honor God. 

GATHER 

PRELUDE                          "Christ, Thou Art Our Day and Night"                             Georg Bohm 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS              

P: In the name of the Father, and of the +Son, and of the Holy Spirit.                   Matthew 28:19b 

C: Amen. 

CALL TO CONFESSION                      1 John 1:8-9 

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we confess our 
sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

P: Let us recite the gift of the Ten Commandments and the Great Commandment and use these 
teachings to examine our lives. 

THE TEN COMMANDMENTS                         Exodus 20:1-17 

1.  I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of slavery; you shall have no other gods. 
2.  You shall not make wrongful use of the Name of the LORD your God. 
3.  Remember the Sabbath day and keep it holy. 
4.  Honor your father and mother. 
5.  You shall not murder. 
6.  You shall not commit adultery. 
7.  You shall not steal. 
8.  You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 
9.  You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. 
10.  You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife or (husband). 

THE GREAT COMMANDMENT                                                                        Mark 12:28-31 

You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 
your mind and with all your strength...you shall love your neighbor as yourself. 

P: Let us kneel or sit for a time of silent confession and self-examination. 

P: Most merciful God, 

C: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against 
You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 
and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways, to the glory of 
Your holy name. Amen. 

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His sake God 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by His 
authority. I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 
Father, and of the +Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen.  
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*PROCESSIONAL HYMN       "All Hail the Power of Jesus' Name!"                          ELW #634 

*THE APOSTOLIC GREETING                                                                   2 Corinthians 13:13 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all.             

C: And also with you.  

*THE KYRIE                                                                                              Mark 10:47, pg. 147 
AM: In peace, let us pray to the Lord.     
C: Lord, have mercy. 
AM: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  
C: Lord, have mercy. 
AM: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and for the unity 
of all, let us pray to the Lord. 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
AM: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the 
Lord. 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
AM: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
C: Amen. 

*GLORY TO GOD                                                  Luke 2:14, John 1:29, pg. 148 
AM: Glory to God in the highest; and peace to God’s people on earth. 
C: Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, 
We worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.  
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father 
Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: 
Have mercy on us;  
You are seated at the right hand of the Father; receive our prayer.  
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 
You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.               

*PRAYER OF THE DAY         (In Unison) 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: O God, our true life, to serve you is freedom, and to know you is unending joy. We 
worship you, we glorify you, we give thanks to you for your great glory. Abide with us, reign 
in us, and make this world into a fit habitation for your divine majesty, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. Amen. 

WORD 

MESSAGE FOR ALL OF GOD’S PEOPLE 

All who want to come forward for the Message are welcome to do so.  

FIRST LESSON                                                                                                JEREMIAH 23:1-6  

1 Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! says the Lord. 2 
Therefore thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, concerning the shepherds who shepherd my 
people: It is you who have scattered my flock and have driven them away, and you have not 
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attended to them. So I will attend to you for your evil doings, says the Lord. 3 Then I myself will 
gather the remnant of my flock out of all the lands where I have driven them, and I will bring 
them back to their fold, and they shall be fruitful and multiply. 4 I will raise up shepherds over 
them who will shepherd them, and they shall no longer fear or be dismayed, nor shall any be 
missing, says the Lord. 
  5 The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch, 
and he shall reign as king and deal wisely and shall execute justice and righteousness in the 
land. 6 In his days Judah will be saved, and Israel will live in safety. And this is the name by 
which he will be called: “The Lord is our righteousness.” 

L: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

PSALM 46 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

1.  God is our refuge and strength,  
 a very present help in trouble.  
2. Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved,  
 and though the mountains shake in the depths of the sea; 
3. though its waters rage and foam,  
 and though the mountains tremble with its tumult. 

            Refrain 

4. There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,  
 the holy habitation of the Most High.  
5. God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken;  
 God shall help it at the break of day, 
6. The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake;  
 God speaks, and the earth melts away. 
7. The Lord of hosts is with us;  
 the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 

            Refrain 

8. Come now, regard the works of the Lord,  
 what desolations God has brought upon the earth;  
9. behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world;  
 who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the shields with fire. 
10. “Be still, then, and know that I am God;  
 I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted in the earth. 



5 

11. The Lord of hosts is with us;  
 the God of Jacob is our stronghold.  

            Refrain 

STORY OF SALVATION LESSON                                                             PHILIPPIANS 2:5-11  

     
5 Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 

 6 who, though he existed in the form of God, 
  did not regard equality with God 
  as something to be grasped, 
 7 but emptied himself, 
  taking the form of a slave, 
  assuming human likeness. 
 And being found in appearance as a human, 
  8 he humbled himself 
  and became obedient to the point of death— 
  even death on a cross. 
 9 Therefore God exalted him even more highly 
  and gave him the name 
  that is above every other name, 
 10 so that at the name given to Jesus 
  every knee should bend, 
  in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
 11 and every tongue should confess 
  that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
  to the glory of God the Father.  

L: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

STORY OF SALVATION TIMELINE 

The timeline below offers an overview of the Story of Salvation lesson from Genesis to Revelation. 
The + marks where we are now.  Memory verse is in bold. 

Creation : Fall : Promise : Exodus : Conquest : Judges : Kings and Prophets : Exile :  
 Restoration : 2nd Temple : JESUS : +Apostles  : Last Day : New Creation 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                                     John 6:68 

Alleluia. Lord to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. 

*GOSPEL                                       LUKE 23:33-43 

Those who are able may stand to honor Christ during the reading of the Gospel. 

Response after the announcement: 

 33 When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there with the 
criminals, one on his right and one on his left. 34 [[Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they 
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do not know what they are doing.”]] And they cast lots to divide his clothing. 35 And the people 
stood by watching, but the leaders scoffed at him, saying, “He saved others; let him save himself if 
he is the Messiah of God, his chosen one!” 36 The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and 
offering him sour wine 37 and saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!” 38 There was 
also an inscription over him, “This is the King of the Jews.” 
  39 One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, “Are you not the 
Messiah? Save yourself and us!” 40 But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God, since 
you are under the same sentence of condemnation? 41 And we indeed have been condemned justly, 
for we are getting what we deserve for our deeds, but this man has done nothing wrong.” 42 Then 
he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come in your kingdom.” 43 He replied, “Truly I tell you, 
today you will be with me in paradise.”  
P: The Gospel of the Lord.      

MESSAGE                                                             “Jesus: The True King Now and Forever” 

On the Mind of Christ 

The Reign of Christ 

The Law is an aspect in the Word that shows our brokenness, sin and need for Jesus’ saving 

power: Why won’t God use His power the way I want Him to use it? 

The Gospel is an aspect in the Word that gives strength, wisdom and hope in Jesus’ ultimate saving 
power: Jesus, the Crucified and risen King, is in control of history and will ultimately put all 
things right.    

So What? No matter how crazy things may get, trust Jesus is in control and that “all shall be 

well” (quote from St. Julian of Norwich). Serve the will of Christ the King and not the foolishness 

of this age.      

*HYMN OF THE DAY                        "Jesus Shall Reign”                                            EWL #434 

*THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

All are invited to confess our faith in God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. If you have not received 

the gift of baptism or would like to affirm your faith in Jesus and join His mission here, please 

indicate on the attendance registry and talk to an usher or the pastor. 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,  

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried.  

He descended into hell.  
The third day He rose again from the dead.  

He ascended into heaven and  
sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  
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From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy Christian Church,  
the communion of saints,  

the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body 

and the life + everlasting. Amen. 

*THE SHARING OF THE PEACE                                                                        Philippians 4:7 

P: The peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds through Christ 
Jesus. 

TITHES AND OFFERINGS                         Malachi 3:10, Matthew 23:23, 2 Corinthians 9:7-8 

This is Commitment Sunday. God the Giver of all calls His people to be givers to His glory and to 
help others. Hence, we are blessed to be a blessing to others, right? Please share your pledge card 
in the basket in the narthex or during the offering time. If you have not considered this yet, please 
take a pledge card home, pray about it, and do as our Lord leads.  

MUSICAL OFFERING                   "O Come, Let Us Sing"                                         Cindy Berry 

*OFFERTORY                 "Create in Me a Clean Heart"                     Psalm 51:10-1 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 
Cast me not away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 
Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and uphold me with your free Spirit.  

*THE OFFERTORY PRAYER         (In Unison) 

C: Blessed are You, O God, maker of all things. Through Your goodness You have blessed us 
with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have 
gathered in feeding the world with Your love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION                                                                            1 Timothy 2:1-4 

AM: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their 
needs. 

A brief silence may be kept. Each prayer will conclude: Lord in Your mercy, and the congregation 
may respond Hear our prayers. 

Prayers are commended in Jesus’ Name. 

AM: All these prayers and whatever else You see that we need we ask in the Name of Jesus Christ, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, One God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

*THE LORD’S PRAYER                         Matthew 6:9-13 

AM: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray:  

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done, 

     on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
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and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

SENDING 

*BENEDICTION 

*RECESSIONAL HYMN        "Crown Him with Many Crowns"                                  ELW #855 

*DISMISSAL 

P: Go in peace, serve the Lord! 

C: Thanks be to God.  

POSTLUDE          "Nun Dankett alla Gott"                                     S. Karg-Ellert 

†  †  †  †  †  †  †  † 

OUR ALTAR FLOWERS are given bu Sudonna Handy to the Glory of God in memory of Rev. 

Charles and Ann McManus. 

 

Ministers………………………………………………………………..People of Lutheran Chapel 
Pastor ……………………………………………………………………………….Michael Comer 
Administrative Assistant……………………………………………………………...Susan Hibsch 
Director of Music Ministries…………………………………………….………….....Kathie Riebe 
Choir Accompanist……………………………………………………….……..……Anna Gilreath 
Assistant Minister……………………………………………………….…………..Jeanette Myers 
Acolyte…………………………………………………………………..…....……...Corbin Brown 
Lector………………………………………………………………………….....Norman Overcash 
Crucifer………………………………………………………………………........…Christian Mull 
Head Ushers……………………………………………………….Steve Clark and Ervin Hoffman 
First Aid/AED/CPR…………………………………………………….…….........Crown Hoffman 
Council Members of the Month………………………………...…David Zibell and Perry Linkous 

Serving the 
CHURCH 



9 

GENERAL INFORMATION: If your family is in need of a nursery attendant during the 10:00 
service, please let our ushers know and they will contact one of our attendants. Restrooms are lo-
cated on the bottom floor of the Sanctuary. Additional restrooms are located in the Educational 
Building and do not require the use of stairs. If needed, please see an usher for assistance in locat-
ing them. 

TO GIVE TITHES AND OFFERINGS ONLINE: This QR code goes straight to the 
“Easy Tithe” page on the website that accepts tithes and offerings electronically. 

SAMARITANS PURSE CHRISTMAS SHOEBOXES: Today is the last day to turn in Shoe-
boxes so that they can be delivered to the drop-off location for Gaston county. 

CHRISTMAS BANQUET: The Christmas Banquet will be held on Saturday, December 13 at 
6:00 pm in the Family Life Center. Tickets are $18.00 each. Be sure to get yours today from Steve 
Clark, Rick Peak, Terry Ratchford or Charles Edwards. Door prize donations are appreciated! 
Sponsored by the men of the church.  

POINTSETTIA ORDERS: Today is the last Chance to Turn in Poinsettia Orders. 

SANTA LUNCH: The Christian Ed, Youth & Family and Worship & Music committees would 
like to invite everyone to stay for a Santa Lunch and birthday celebration for Jesus immediately 
following the December 14 Cantata Worship Service. We will have a yummy lunch, birthday cake 
and even a very special guest! We hope you will mark your calendars and plan to join your Lu-
theran Chapel family as we celebrate Jesus’ birth. 

CRISIS ASSISTANCE MINISTRY REQUEST FOR HELP: Crisis Assistance Ministry is a 
ministry of many Christian churches and the Jewish synagogue in Gastonia committed to helping 
our neighbors in need with food and assistance with bills. Due to the federal government shut 
down and the ending if SNAP funding, C.A.M. is requesting help with extra food donations and 
monetary gifts. Some ideas include: "shop one for me, one for CAM" - each time you grocery 
shop, buy one extra item to donate, or "pantry cleanout with a purpose" - check your pantry for 
unopened, unexpired items and donate what you can give. Thanks for considering and, as always, 
do as our Lord leads you. 

LOVE OFFERING FOR NOVEMBER: The Crisis Pregnancy Center’s mission is to affirm the 
value of life by compassionately sharing the gospel of Jesus Christ and providing 
the following services: pregnancy counseling, abstinence education, limited ultra-
sounds and various other medical services, adolescent parenting programs, abortion 
education- procedures, risks and alternatives, post abortion counseling to women, 
men, and families affected by crisis pregnancy situations, with the hope of chang-
ing lives.  
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 Sunday, November 23 8:30 am 

9:00 am 

10:00 am 

11:00 am 

4-6 pm 

8:00 pm 

Fellowship with coffee 

Sunday School and Bible Study 

Worship (Sanctuary) Commitment Sunday 

Full Council Meeting 

Life In Christ (Fellowship Hall, Chapel) 

Faith Group (Fellowship Hall) 

   

 Monday, November 24 8:30 am 
7:00 - 9:00 pm 

Preschool 
Cantamus Choir 

   

 Tuesday, November 25 8:30 am 
10:00 am 

5:30 pm 
6:00 pm 

Preschool 
Clothing Closet Workday 
Chapel  Ringers (S) 
Basketball Pickup (Gym) 

   

 Wednesday, November 26   
   

 Thursday, November 27  Thanksgiving office closed 
   

 Friday, November 28 9:00 am Men’s Community Bible Study 

   

 Saturday, November 29 9:00 am  Hungry Peeps in (Fellowship Hall) 

   

Sunday, November 30 8:30 am 

9:00 am 

10:00 am 

11:00 am 

11:30 am 

8:00 pm 

Fellowship with coffee 

Sunday School and Bible Study 

Worship (Sanctuary) 

Confirmation 

Chancel Choir (Sanctuary) 

Faith Group (Fellowship Hall) 
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DAILY PRAYER - A HOME ALTAR ALTERS THE HOME!: Sunrise, noon, sunset and at 

meals are times for daily prayer (Psalm 1, 55:17). May God bless you as you turn to Him day by 

day. 

THE BIBLE IN A YEAR - Week 48—November 23 to November 30, 2025 

11/23 Morning Reading: James 5—Evening Reading: Ezekiel 20, 21 

11/24 Morning Reading: 1 Peter 1—Evening Reading: Ezekiel 22, 23 

11/25 Morning Reading: 1 Peter 2—Evening Reading: Ezekiel 24, 25, 26 

11/26 Morning Reading: 1 Peter 3—Evening Reading: Ezekiel 27, 28, 29 

11/27 Morning Reading: 1 Peter 4—Evening Reading: Ezekiel 30, 31, 32 

11/28 Morning Reading: 1 Peter 5—Evening Reading: Ezekiel 33, 34 

11/29 Morning Reading: 2 Peter 1—Evening Reading: Ezekiel 35, 36 

11/30 Morning Reading: 2 Peter 2—Evening Reading: Ezekiel 37, 38, 39 

This QR code goes straight to the Daily prayers page on the website that lists the  

commemorations and Psalms appointments for the week. 

PRAYER LIST FOR FELLOWSHIP: Margaret Berghello, Shirley Bradley, Gail Brown, Miles 
Carpenter, Shirley Carpenter, Delana Clark, Ruby Cook, Baker Hampton, Henry Hoffman, Jason 
Lineberger, Ann Lowe and Fred Ward. 

FRIENDS OF THE FELLOWSHIP: Kyle Banes, Rick Belton, Kathy Bradley, Gage Brown, 
Deborah Carpenter, Zandra Chavis, Jeff Cobb, Doris Coggins, Tucker Doyne, Aishia Duncan. 
Kenny Falls, Jameson Franklin, Abi Gordon, Jan Green, Jerry Green, John, Kathy Jenkins, Kirk 
Jordan, Debbie Kerspie, Don Kincaid, Sherry McCart, Bobby Myers, Betty Parlier, Rita Pasour, 
Jeff Rawls, Jeff Smith, Christy Carpenter Smith, Charlene Sorenson, Judy Turner and Kennedy 
Williams. 

To share concerns and updates for the prayer list you can contact the church office (704-864-
6491) or call/text Pastor Comer (704-787-6439) 

NEXT WEEK’S LESSONS 

Wednesday, November 26 ~ No evening service 

Thursday, November 27 ~ Thanksgiving 

Sunday, November 28 ~ Ante Communion 

Hebrews 11:1-16, 12:1-2 and Matthew 24:36-44“On the Apostle Andrew” 
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          Poinsettia Order 

If you wish to place a poinsettia in the church for the Christmas season, 

please fill out the form below and return it along with your payment to 

the church office by Sunday, November 23rd. Make your check 

payable to Lutheran Chapel. Please be sure to pick up your flowers 

after the Christmas Eve Service. 

      

 Please Print 

Quantity: ___________ @ $12.00 each = Total $ ____________ 

In Honor of:      ________________________________________________________________ 

In Memory of:  ________________________________________________________________ 

Given by:           ________________________________________________________________ 
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