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LUTHERAN CHAPEL
SERVICE OF ANTE COMMUNION

BOLD indicates congregational responses -* Indicates that all who are able should stand to honor God.

GATHER
PRELUDE "Canzona" Giovanni Gabrieli
ANNOUNCEMENTS
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P: In the name of the Father, and of the +Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Matthew 28:19b
C: Amen.
CALL TO CONFESSION 1 John 1:8-9

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we confess our
sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

P: Let us recite the gift of the Ten Commandments and the Great Commandment and use these
teachings to examine our lives.

THE TEN COMMANDMENTS Exodus 20:1-17

You shall have no other gods.

You shall not make wrongful use of the Name of the LORD your God.
Remember the Sabbath day and keep it holy.

Honor your father and mother.

You shall not murder.

You shall not commit adultery.

You shall not steal.

You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.

You shall not covet your neighbor’s house.

10 You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife or (husband).

THE GREAT COMMANDMENT Mark 12:28-31

You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all
your mind and with all your strength...you shall love your neighbor as yourself.
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P: Let us kneel or sit for a time of silent confession and self-examination.
P: Most merciful God,

C: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against
You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us,
and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways, to the glory of
Your holy name. Amen.

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His sake God
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by His
authority. I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the
Father, and of the +Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.



*PROCESSIONAL HYMN "When Morning Gilds the Skies” ELW #853

*THE APOSTOLIC GREETING 2 Corinthians 13:13

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.
C: And also with you.

*THE KYRIE Mark 10:47, pg. 147
AM: In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

C: Lord, have mercy.

AM: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.

C: Lord, have mercy.

AM: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and for the unity
of all, let us pray to the Lord.

C: Lord, have mercy.

AM: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the
Lord.

C: Lord, have mercy.

AM: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

C: Lord, have mercy.

*GLORY TO GOD Luke 2:14, John 1:29, pg. 148
AM: Glory to God in the highest; and peace to God’s people on earth.
C: Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father,

We worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father

Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world:
Have mercy on us;

You are seated at the right hand of the Father; receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,

You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY (In Unison)

P: The Lord be with you. C: And also with you.

C: O God, overflowing with mercy and compassion, you lead back to yourself all those who
go astray. Preserve your people in your loving care, that we may reject whatever is contrary
to you and may follow all things that sustain our life in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. Amen.

WORD

MESSAGE FOR ALL OF GOD’S PEOPLE
All who want to come forward for the Message are welcome to do so.



FIRST LESSON EXODUS 32:7-14

"The Lorbp said to Moses, “Go down at once! Your people, whom you brought up out of the land
of Egypt, have acted perversely; ® they have been quick to turn aside from the way that I
commanded them; they have cast for themselves an image of a calf and have worshiped it and
sacrificed to it and said, ‘These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of
Egypt!” ”° The Lorb said to Moses, “I have seen this people, how stiff-necked they are. ' Now
let me alone so that my wrath may burn hot against them and I may consume them, and of you I
will make a great nation.”

"' But Moses implored the LorD his God and said, “O Lorp, why does your wrath burn hot
against your people, whom you brought out of the land of Egypt with great power and with a
mighty hand? > Why should the Egyptians say, ‘It was with evil intent that he brought them out to
kill them in the mountains and to consume them from the face of the earth’? Turn from your fierce
wrath; change your mind and do not bring disaster on your people. '* Remember Abraham, Isaac,
and Israel, your servants, how you swore to them by your own self, saying to them, ‘I will
multiply your descendants like the stars of heaven, and all this land that I have promised I will
give to your descendants, and they shall inherit it forever.” ” '* And the Lorp changed his mind
about the disaster that he planned to bring on his people.

L: The Word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.
PSALM 51:1-10
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Words: Psalm 51 from Evangelical Lutheran Worship
Music: David Isele

Music: @ 1979 GIA Publications, Inc.

Text: @ 2006 Augsburg Fortress Publishers

Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love;
in your great compassion blot out my offenses.
Wash me through and through from my wickedness,
and cleanse me from my sin.
For I know my offenses,
and my sin is ever before me.
Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight;
so you are justified when you speak and right in your judgment.
Refrain
Indeed, I was born steeped in wickedness,
a sinner from my mother’s womb.
Indeed, you delight in truth deep within me,
and would have me know wisdom deep within.
Remove my sins with hyssop, and I shall be clean;
wash me, and I shall be purer than snow.

Refrain



Let me hear joy and gladness;
that the body you have broken may rejoice.
Hide your face from my sins,
and blot out all my wickedness.
Create in me a clean heart, O God,
and renew a right spirit within me.

Refrain

STORY OF SALVATION LESSON MATTHEW 5:38-48

¥ “You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.” >’ But I say to you:
Do not resist an evildoer. But if anyone strikes you on the right cheek, turn the other also, **and if
anyone wants to sue you and take your shirt, give your coat as well, *' and if anyone forces you to
go one mile, go also the second mile. ** Give to the one who asks of you, and do not refuse anyone
who wants to borrow from you.

* “You have heard that it was said, “You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy. *“But I
say to you: Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 50 that you may be
children of your Father in heaven, for he makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good and sends
rain on the righteous and on the unrighteous. *° For if you love those who love you, what reward
do you have? Do not even the tax collectors do the same? *” And if you greet only your brothers
and sisters, what more are you doing than others? Do not even the gentiles do the same? **Be

perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

STORY OF SALVATION TIMELINE

The timeline below offers an overview of the Story of Salvation lesson from Genesis to Revelation.
The + marks where we are now. Memory verse is in bold.

Creation : Fall : Promise : Exodus : Conquest : Judges : Kings and Prophets : Exile :
Restoration : 2" Temple : +JESUS : Apostles : Last Day : New Creation

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION John 6:68
Alleluia. Lord to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia.

*GOSPEL LUKE 15:1-10
Those who are able may stand to honor Christ during the reading of the Gospel.
Response after the announcement:
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'Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to [Jesus.] > And the Pharisees
and the scribes were grumbling and saying, “This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them.”

3 S0 he told them this parable: * “Which one of you, having a hundred sheep and losing one of
them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after the one that is lost until he finds
it? > And when he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders and rejoices. ° And when he comes



home, he calls together his friends and neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have
found my lost sheep.” ’ Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who
repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance.

¥ “Or what woman having ten silver coins, if she loses one of them, does not light a lamp, sweep
the house, and search carefully until she finds it? ° And when she has found it, she calls together
her friends and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin that I had lost.” °
Just so, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.”

P: The Gospel of the Lord.

) & . .
Y = ] | |
(s J z o r = z
ANV ) |
Q) T
Praise to you, O Christ.
MESSAGE “Lost and Found”

Sermon on the Mount
Can Just One Human Being Mean So Much? YES

The Law is an aspect in the Word that shows our brokenness, sin and need for Jesus’saving
power: 1 do not seek the lost. I do not invite. It is embarrassing to do what Jesus says and go out.
The Gospel is an aspect in the Word that gives strength, wisdom and hope in Jesus’ultimate saving
power: Jesus found me and sends me in His peace to go and serve the Kingdom by inviting all.

So What? Consider your relationships — family, friends, co-workers, neighbors, strangers — who is
God calling you to invite?

*HYMN OF THE DAY "Lift High the Cross” ELW #660

*THE APOSTLES’ CREED

All are invited to confess our faith in God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. If you have not received
the gift of baptism or would like to affirm your faith in Jesus and join His mission here, please
indicate on the attendance registry and talk to an usher or the pastor.

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven and
sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,



the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body
and the life + everlasting. Amen.

*THE SHARING OF THE PEACE Philippians 4:7

P: The peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds through Christ
Jesus.

TITHES AND OFFERINGS Malachi 3:10, Matthew 23:23, 2 Corinthians 9:7-8
MUSICAL OFFERING "Who at My Door is Standing" K. Lee Scott
*OFFERTORY "Create in Me a Clean Heart" Psalm 51:10-1

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from me.
Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and uphold me with your free Spirit.

*THE OFFERTORY PRAYER (In Unison)

C: Blessed are You, O God, maker of all things. Through Your goodness You have blessed us
with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have
gathered in feeding the world with Your love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 1 Timothy 2:1-4
AM: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their
needs.

A brief silence may be kept. Each prayer will conclude: Lord in Your mercy, and the congregation
may respond Hear our prayers.

Prayers are commended in Jesus’ Name.

AM: All these prayers and whatever else You see that we need we ask in the Name of Jesus Christ,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, One God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

*THE LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9-13
AM: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,

Thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.
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SENDING

*BENEDICTION
*RECESSIONAL HYMN "There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy" ELW #588

*DISMISSAL
P: Go in peace, serve the Lord!
C: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE "Springtanz from Terpsichore” Alan Wilson
TIPfftttd

In Honor & .

OUR ALTAR FLOWERS to the Glory of God given by Steve and Delana Clark in honor of their
54th Wedding Anniversary.

Serving the
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A 0 0 3 ) People of Lutheran Chapel
103 Michael Comer
Administrative ASSISTaANt. ...ttt e Susan Hibsch
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ALY . . et e e Elena Hoffman
| o110 PSRRI Ginny Comer
03483 1< R Christian Mull
Head Ushers........ooiuiiiiii e, Steve Clark and Ervin Hoffman
First AId/AED/CPR . ... e, Steve Clark
Council Members of the Month.......................onal. Drew Carpenter and Matt Hoffman



Upcoming

FVENTS #

GENERAL INFORMATION: If your family is in need of a nursery attendant during the 10:00 ser-
vice, please let our ushers know and they will contact one of our attendants. Restrooms are located
on the bottom floor of the Sanctuary. Additional restrooms are located in the Educational Building
and do not require the use of stairs. If needed, please see an usher for assistance in locating them.

TO GIVE TITHES AND OFFERINGS ONLINE: This QR code goes straight to the
“Easy Tithe” page on the website that accepts tithes and offerings electronically.

OWLS: The Owls will be going to the Billy Graham Library on Thursday, September

18. The bus will be leaving at 9 am, and the tour begins promptly at 10:00 am, with lunch to fol-
low in the Graham Dairy Bar. Please contact David 704-842-4764 or Susan 704-914-8451 Lewis
if you plan to attend and whether you will be riding the bus or driving.

BRIDAL SHOWER: All women are invited to join us for a Bridal Shower in honor of Meredith
Andrews, daughter of Kelly and Rob Andrews. The shower will be on Sunday, September 21,
immediately following church in the Family Life Center. Meredith is registered at Target, Pottery
Barn, West Elm and Williams Sonoma.

CLOTHING CLOSET: The next clothing closet giveaway will be on Saturday, September 27
from 9 am -12 pm. The Outreach Committee would like to thank everyone
% t a who donates to the clothing closet. As a reminder, only clothing, shoes and

pocketbooks are acceptable; we cannot accept bedding, household items, toys,
"@"@OS‘@‘ etc. Thank you!

LOVE OFFERING FOR SEPTEMBER: Our love offering for September will be for the
House of Mercy. The mission of House of Mercy is to provide care to persons living with ad-
vanced AIDS. This ministry cares and provides housing arrangements for those
Z who cannot afford the costs. House of Mercy provides a caring structure of regular
OW meals, scheduled medical appointments, and medicines. The program offers indi-
viduals the opportunity to deal with spiritual issues and encourages family reconcil-
1ation when families are in disarray.

SEPTEMBER 14™ IS HOLY CROSS DAY

Helena, mother of Constantine, made a pilgrimage to the Holy Land and found
what may be the actual site of Jesus’ crucifixion. Her son built two churches
there, and the dedication of one of them gave rise to the celebration of our
Lord’s victory on the cross.




Sunday, September 14

Monday, September 15

Tuesday, September 16

Wednesday, September 17

Thursday, September 18

Friday, September 19
Saturday, September 20

Sunday, September 21

Weekly

9:00 am
10:00 am
4:00-6:00 pm
8:00 pm

8:30 am
7:00-9:00 pm

8:30 am
10:00 am
5:30 pm
6:00 pm

8:30 am
7:00 pm

8:30 am
10:00 am

9:00 am

9:00 am

8:30 am
9:00 am
10:00 am
11:00 am

11:30 am
8:00 pm

CALENDAR <

Rally Day Sunday School and Bible Study
Worship (Sanctuary)

Life In Christ (Fellowship Hall, Chapel)
Faith Group (Fellowship Hall)

Preschool
Cantamus Choir

Preschool

Clothing Closet Workday
Chapel Ringers (S)
Basketball Pickup (Gym)

Preschool
Evening Suffrages and Episode of the Chosen

Preschool
OWLS (Billy Graham Library)

Men’s Community Bible Study
Hungry Peeps in (Fellowship Hall)

Fellowship with coffee

Sunday School and Bible Study

Worship (Sanctuary)

Bridal Shower Meredith Andrews (Family Life
Center)

Full Council Meeting (Conference Room)
Chancel Choir (Sanctuary)

Faith Group (Fellowship Hall)
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DAILY PRAYER - A HOME ALTAR ALTERS THE HOME!: Sunrise, noon, sunset and at

meals are times for daily prayer (Psalm 1, 55:17). May God bless you as you turn to Him day by
day.

THE BIBLE IN A YEAR - Week 38—September 14 to September 21, 2025

09/14 Morning Reading: 2 Corinthians 7—Evening Reading: Proverbs 19, 20, 21

09/15 Morning Reading: 2 Corinthians 8—Evening Reading: Proverbs 22, 23, 24

09/16 Morning Reading: 2 Corinthians 9—Evening Reading: Proverbs 25, 26

09/17 Morning Reading: 2 Corinthians 10—Evening Reading: Proverbs 27, 28, 29
09/18 Morning Reading: 2 Corinthians 11:1-15—Evening Reading: Proverbs 30, 31
09/19 Morning Reading: 2 Corinthians 11:16-33—Evening Reading: Ecclesiastes 1, 2, 3
09/20 Morning Reading: 2 Corinthians 12—Evening Reading: Ecclesiastes 4, 5, 6

09/21 Morning Reading: 2 Corinthians 13—Evening Reading: Ecclesiastes 7, 8, 9

This QR code goes straight to the Daily prayers page on the website that lists the
commemorations and Psalms appointments for the week.

PRAYER LIST FOR FELLOWSHIP: Margaret Berghello, Shirley Bradley, Gail
Brown, Miles Carpenter, Ruby Cook, Baker Hampton, Henry Hoffman, for the family of James
Hovis, Ken Lentz, Alfred Lineberger, Ann Lowe, Trish Ratchford, and Sid Woody.

FRIENDS OF THE FELLOWSHIP: Kyle Banes, Rick Belton, Kathy Bradley, Gage Brown,
Deborah Carpenter, Zandra Chavis, Jeff Cobb, Doris Coggins, Tucker Doyne, Kenny Falls, Jame-
son Franklin, Abi Gordon, Jan Green, Jerry Green, Millie Holland, John, Kathy Jenkins, Kirk Jor-
dan, Debbie Kerspie, Don Kincaid, Sherry McCart, Bobby Myers, Betty Parlier, Rita Pasour, Jeff
Rawls, Jeff Smith, Christy Carpenter Smith, Mickey and Shelia Smith, Charlene Sorenson, Judy
Turner and Kennedy Williams.

To share concerns and updates for the prayer list you can contact the church office (704-864-
6491) or call/text Pastor Comer (704-787-6439)

NEXT WEEK’S LESSONS

Wednesday, September 17 ~ Evening Suffrages and The Chosen
Psalm 83 “Do Not Keep Silent O God” - Chosen “Physician, Heal Yourself”

Thursday, September 18 ~ Story of Salvation Bible Study
Matthew 5:38-48 “Lost and Found ”

Sunday, September 21 ~ Holy Communion
John 19:16-30 and Luke 16:1-13 “Who is Your Master?”’
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LUKE 15:1-10

COD
REJOICES
WHEN
ONE SINNER
REPENIS
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When Morning Gilds the Skies
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I When morn-ing gilds the  skies, my heart a - wak -ing cries:
2 When mirth for mu - sic  longs, this is my song of  songs:
3 No love-lier an - ti - phon in all high heav’n is  known
4 Let all of hu - man - kind in  this their con-cord find:
5 Sing, sun and stars of space, sing, all who see his face,
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may Je - sus Christ be praised! When eve - ning shad-ows  fall,
may Je - sus Christ be praised! God’s ho - ly house of  prayer
than “Je - sus Christ be praised!” There to thee -ter - nal Word
may Je - sus Christ be praised! Let all the earth a - round
sing, “Je - sus Christ be praised!” God’s whole cre - a - tion o’er,
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Text: German hymn, 19th cent.; tr. Robert Bridges, 1844-1930, alt.

Music: LAUDES DOMINI, Joseph Barnby, 1838-1896
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this rings my cur - few  call: may Je - sus  Christ be praised!
has none that can com - pare with “Je - sus  Christ be praised!”
the e-ter - nal psalm 1s  heard: oh, Je - sus Chnst be praised!
ring joy - ous with the sound: may Je - sus  Christ be praised!
to - day and ev - er - more shall Je - sus  Christ be praised!
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Lift High the Cross
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Lift  high the cross, the love  of Christ pro - claim till
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all the world a - dore his sa - cred name.
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1 Come, Chns - tians, fol - low where our cap - tain trod,
2 All new - born ser - vants of the Cru - a1 - fied
3 0O Lord, once lift ed on the glo - rious tree,
4 So shall our song of tri - umph ev - er be:
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our king vic - to rious, Christ, the Son of God.
bear on their brows the seal of hm who died.
as thou hast prom - ised, draw us all to thee.
praise to the Cru - ci - fied for wvic - to - 1y!
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Text: George W. Kitchin, 1827-1912; rev. Michael R. Newbolt, 1874—-1956
Music: CRUCTFER, Sydney H. Nicholson, 1875-1947
Text and music © 1974 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy
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1 There’s a wide-ness in God’s mer - cy, like the wide-ness of the sea;
2 There i1s wel-come for the sin - ner, and a prom-ised grace made good;
3 For the love of God i1s broad-er than the mea-sures of our mind;
4 "Tis not all we owe to Je - sus; it is some-thing more than all:
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there’s a kind-ness in God’sjus - tice which is more than lib - er - ty.
there is mer-cy  with the Sav-ior; there is heal-ing in  his blood.
and the heart of the E - ter-nal is most won-der - ful - ly kind.
great - er good be - cause of e - vil, larg -er mer-cy through the fall.
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There 1s no place where earth’s sor - rows are more felt than up in heav'n.
There is grace e - nough for thou-sands of new worlds as great as this;
But we make this love too nar - row by false lim -its of our own;
Make our love, O God, more faith-ful; let us take you at your word,
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There is no place where earth’s fail - ings have such kind-ly judg-ment giv'n.
there is room for fresh cre - a - tions in that up-per home of bliss.
and we mag-ni - fy its  strict-ness with a zeal God will not own.
and our lives will be thanks-giv - ing for the good-ness of the Lord.

Text: Frederick W. Faber, 18141863, alt.
Music: LORD, REVIVE US, North American, 19th cent.
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