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BOLD indicates congregational responses -* Indicates that all who are able should stand to honor God.

GATHER
WELCOME AND PRELUDE  “Breathe on Me, Breath of God” Arr. By Roger Summers
ANNOUNCEMENTS
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P: In the name of the Father, and of the +Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Matthew 28:19b
C: Amen.
CALL TO CONFESSION 1 John 1:8-9

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we confess our
sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

P: Let us recite the gift of the Ten Commandments and the Great Commandment and use these
teachings to examine our lives.

THE TEN COMMANDMENTS Exodus 20:1-17
You shall have no other gods.

You shall not make wrongful use of the Name of the LORD your God.
Remember the Sabbath day and keep it holy.

Honor your father and mother.

You shall not murder.

You shall not commit adultery.

You shall not steal.

You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.

. You shall not covet your neighbor’s house.

10 You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife or (husband).

THE GREAT COMMANDMENT Mark 12:28-31

You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all
your mind and with all your strength...you shall love your neighbor as yourself.

2PN DR

P: Let us kneel or sit for a time of silent confession and self-examination.
P: Most merciful God,

C: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against
You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us,
and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways, to the glory of
Your holy name. Amen.

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His sake God
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by His
authority. I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the
Father, and of the +Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.



*PROCESSIONAL HYMN  "In His Temple Now Behold Him” ELW #417

*THE APOSTOLIC GREETING 2 Corinthians 13:13

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.
C: And also with you.

*THE KYRIE ELW pg. 147
*GLORY TO GOD ELW pg. 148
*PRAYER OF THE DAY (In Unison)

P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

C: Almighty and ever-living God, increase in us the gifts of faith, hope, and love; and that
we may obtain what you promise, make us love what you command, through your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

WORD

MESSAGE FOR ALL OF GOD’S PEOPLE
All who want to come forward for the Message are welcome to do so.

STORY OF SALVATION LESSON GENESIS 22:1-18

! After these things God tested Abraham. He said to him, "Abraham!" And he said, "Here I

am." “He said, "Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah,
and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains that I shall show you." *So
Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men with him,
and his son Isaac; he cut the wood for the burnt offering, and set out and went to the place in the
distance that God had shown him. *On the third day Abraham looked up and saw the place far
away. “Then Abraham said to his young men, "Stay here with the donkey; the boy and I will go
over there; we will worship, and then we will come back to you." ®*Abraham took the wood of the
burnt offering and laid it on his son Isaac, and he himself carried the fire and the knife. So the two
of them walked on together. "Isaac said to his father Abraham, "Father!" And he said, "Here I am,
my son." He said, "The fire and the wood are here, but where is the lamb for a burnt

offering?" ®*Abraham said, "God himself will provide the lamb for a burnt offering, my son." So
the two of them walked on together.

"When they came to the place that God had shown him, Abraham built an altar there and laid the
wood in order. He bound his son Isaac, and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. '°Then
Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife to kill his son. ''But the angel of the LORD
called to him from heaven, and said, "Abraham, Abraham!" And he said, "Here I am." '*He said,
"Do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to him; for now I know that you fear God, since
you have not withheld your son, your only son, from me." *And Abraham looked up and saw a
ram, caught in a thicket by its horns. Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up as a burnt
offering instead of his son. '*So Abraham called that place "The LORD will provide"; as it is said
to this day, "On the mount of the LORD it shall be provided."

The angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time from heaven, '®and said, "By myself I
have sworn, says the LORD: Because you have done this, and have not withheld your son, your



only son, "I will indeed bless you, and I will make your offspring as numerous as the stars of
heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore. And your offspring shall possess the gate of their
enemies, '*and by your offspring shall all the nations of the earth gain blessing for themselves,
because you have obeyed my voice."

Memory Verse 1 CORINTHIANS 10:13
No testing has overtaken you that is not common to everyone. God is faithful, and he will
not let you be tested beyond your strength, but with the testing he will also provide the way
out so that you may be able to endure it.

L: the Word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God

STORY OF SALVATION TIMELINE
The timeline below offers an overview of the Story of Salvation lesson from Genesis to
Revelation. The + marks where we are now. The memory verse is in bold.

Creation: Fall : Promise : Exodus : Conquest : Judges: + Kings and Prophets : Exile :
Restoration : 2™ Temple : JESUS : +Apostles : Last Day : New Creation

PSALM 84
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Lord, who dwell in your house, 0O  Lord
Text: Para. by Thomas ). Porter
Tune:Thomas . Porter
© 1987, GIA Publications
My soul yearns and pines for the courts of the Lord.
My heart and my flesh cry to the living God.
Refrain
The sparrow finds a home and the swallow a nest;
Your altars, O Lord, my King and my God.
Refrain
Happy are they who abide in your house.
You are their strength, your praises they will sing.
Refrain
SECOND LESSON 1 CORINTHIANS 13:1-13

'If T speak in the tongues of mortals and of angels, but do not have love, I am a noisy gong or a
clanging cymbal. > And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all
knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but do not have love, I am
nothing. ~ If I give away all my possessions, and if I hand over my body so that I may boast, but



do not have love, I gain nothing.

*Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant ° or rude. It does not
insist on its own wayj it is not irritable or resentful; ° it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but
rejoices in the truth. It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.

¥ Love never ends. But as for prophecies, they will come to an end; as for tongues, they will
cease; as for knowledge, it will come to an end. ° For we know only in part, and we prophesy only
in part; '°but when the complete comes, the partial will come to an end. ' When I was a child, I
spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child; when I became an adult, I put an
end to childish ways. 2 For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then we will see face to face. Now
I know only in part; then I will know fully, even as I have been fully known. "> And now faith,
hope, and love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is love.

L: the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION John 6:68
C: Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia.

*GOSPEL LUKE 4:21-30

Those who are able may stand to honor Christ during the reading of the Gospel.
Response after the announcement:
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?IThen he began to say to them, "Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing." *2All
spoke well of him and were amazed at the gracious words that came from his mouth. They said,
"Is not this Joseph's son?" **He said to them, "Doubtless you will quote to me this proverb,
'Doctor, cure yourself!' And you will say, 'Do here also in your hometown the things that we have
heard you did at Capernaum." **And he said, "Truly I tell you, no prophet is accepted in the
prophet's hometown. >’But the truth is, there were many widows in Israel in the time of Elijah,
when the heaven was shut up three years and six months, and there was a severe famine over all
the land; *°yet Elijah was sent to none of them except to a widow at Zarephath in Sidon. *'There
were also many lepers in Israel in the time of the prophet Elisha, and none of them was cleansed
except Naaman the Syrian." **When they heard this, all in the synagogue were filled with

rage. 2They got up, drove him out of the town, and led him to the brow of the hill on which their
town was built, so that they might hurl him off the cliff. *’But he passed through the midst of them
and went on his way.

P: The Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to you, O Christ.



MESSAGE “Rejecting Jesus Then and Now — A Warning”

On the Binding of Isaac
The Attempted Murder of the Son of God

The Law is an aspect in the Word that shows our brokenness, sin and need for Jesus’saving
power: How dare Jesus help those outside us? I decide who is out and in, right? Wrong.

The Gospel is an aspect in the Word that gives strength, wisdom and hope in Jesus’ ultimate
saving power: The love of the LORD for all, insider and outsider, challenges us to love like Jesus,
Son of Man and Son of God.

So What?: Why does the congregation at Nazareth choose to try and kill Jesus? Let go of judging.
Warn humbly. Trust Jesus’ ultimate judgment of all — He knows best not us.

*HYMN OF THE DAY “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light” ELW #815

*THE APOSTLES’ CREED

All are invited to confess our faith in God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. If you have not received
the gift of baptism or would like to affirm your faith in Jesus and join His mission here, please
indicate on the attendance registry and talk to an usher or the pastor.

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven and
sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body
and the life + everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION I Timothy 2:1-4

AM: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their
needs.

A brief silence may be kept. Each prayer will conclude: Lord in Your mercy, and the congregation
may respond Hear our prayers.

Prayers are commended in Jesus’ Name.

AM: All these prayers and whatever else You see that we need we ask in the Name of Jesus
Christ, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, One God, now and forever.

C: Amen.



*THE SHARING OF THE PEACE Matthew 5:22-24: Ephesians 4:1-3
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.

THE MEAL
TITHES AND OFFERINGS 2 Corinthians 9:7-8
MUSICAL OFFERING "The Covenant of Love" Arr. By K.IM. Dempel
*OFFERTORY “Create in Me a Clean Heart” Psalm 51:10-12

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from me.
Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and uphold me with your free Spirit.

*THE OFFERTORY PRAYER (In Unison)

C: Blessed are You, O God, maker of all things. Through Your goodness You have blessed us
with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have
gathered in feeding the world with Your love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 2 Timothy 4:22, Colossians 3:1, Psalm 136
P. The Lord be with you. C. And also with you.
P. Lift up your hearts. C. We lift them to the Lord.

P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  C. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

*PREFACE FOR THE DAY AND THE HOLY, HOLY, HOLY Isaiah 6:3, Matthew 21:9
Holy, holy, holy Lord, Lord God of power and might, Heaven and earth are full of your
glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest.

*THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION Matthew 26, Mark 14, Luke 22, 1 Corinthians 11

P: In the night in which He was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks, broke it,
and gave it to His disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is My body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of Me.

Again, after supper, He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is
the new covenant in My blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this
for the remembrance of Me.



*THE LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9-13
P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,

Thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever.

Amen.

*LAMB OF GOD John 1:29

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace.

*DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION

All baptized Christians are welcome to Holy Communion. Here we receive forgiveness, the gift of
abiding in Jesus, the remembrance of His sacrificial love for us on the Cross, and the promise of
eternal life (Luke 24:13-35, John 6:22-59, 1 Cor. 11:23-26). Please request grape juice or gluten
free bread if needed. (Please take your communion cup as you leave and discard in trashcan.)

P: This is the body of Christ given for you. This is the blood of Christ shed for you.

COMMUNION MUSIC “On Eagle’s Wings” ELW #787
“Lord, Be Glorified” ELW #744
SENDING
*THE BLESSING

P: May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
C: Amen.

*SONG OF SIMEON Luke 2:29-32
Now, Lord, you let your servant go in peace: your word has been fulfilled.

My own eyes have seen the salvation which you have prepared in the sight of every people:
A light to reveal you to the nations and the glory of your people Israel.

Now, Lord, you let your servant go in peace.



*POST COMMUNION PRAYER

AM: Giver of every gift, Christ’s body is our food, and we are Christ’s body. Raise us to life by
your power for the benefit of all and to your glory, now and forever.

C: Amen.

*BENEDICTION
*RECESSIONAL HYMN  “Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing” ELW #545

*DISMISSAL

P: Go in peace, serve the Lord!

C: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE “Toccata on 'Sicilian Mariners'” Mark A. Radice

L A

OUR ALTAR FLOWERS are given to the Glory of God by Josh and Amy Brown in honor of
Corbin’s 13th Birthday.
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Upcommg

EVENTS A

GENERAL INFORMATION: If your family is in need of a nursery attendant during the 10:00
service, please let our ushers know and they will contact one of our attendants. Restrooms are lo-
cated on the bottom floor of the Sanctuary. Additional restrooms are located in the Educational

Building and do not require the use of stairs. If needed, please see an usher for assistance in locat-
ing them.

TO GIVE TITHES AND OFFERINGS ONLINE: This QR code goes straight to the
“Easy Tithe” page on the website that accepts tithes and offerings electronically.

ESTHER CIRCLE: Esther Circle will meet in the Fellowship Hall on Monday, February 3 at
10:00 am.

REBECCA CIRCLE: Rebecca Circle will meet at the home of Suzie Ward on Monday, Febru-
ary 3 at 7:00 pm.

CLOTHING GIVEAWAY: The next clothing giveaway will be on Saturday, February 22 from
9 am-12 pm.

ALTAR FLOWERS: The following dates are still open for Altar Flowers, June 29 and Novem-
ber 23. To sign up please call Susan Lewis 704-914-8451.

SHROVE TUESDAY: The Men of the Church will be sponsoring a pancake supper on Tuesday,
March 4 at the Family Life Center beginning at 6 pm. This supper will be held in conjunction
with Shrove Tuesday. Pastor Comer will have a brief presentation explaining the origin of Shrove
Tuesday and its meaning.

GASTONIA LIONS CLUB: There will be a donation box beside the CAM box for used, no
longer needed eyeglasses, hearing aids, and cellphones. Thank you!

CRISIS ASSISTANCE MINISTRIES: Please remember that we will continue to collect food
for Crisis Assistance Ministry throughout the year. You may place food in the blue collection box
in the hallway near our fellowship hall and in the CAM basket in the narthex of the sanctuary.
The Social Ministry team will deliver to CAM when the box is full — so keep us busy! Thank you
so much!
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Sunday, February 2

Monday, February 3

Tuesday, February 4

Wednesday, February 5

Thursday, February 6

Friday, February 7

Saturday, February 8

Weekly

CALENDAR <

8:30 am
9:00 am
10:00 am
11:30 am
8:00 pm

8:30 am
10:00 am
7:00 pm

8:30 am
10:00 am
5:30 pm

8:30am
7:00 pm

8:30 am
11:00 am

9:00 am

9:30 am

Fellowship

Sunday School

Worship (Sanctuary)
Chancel Choir (Sanctuary)
Faith Group (Fellowship Hall)

Preschool
Esther Circle (Fellowship Hall)
Rebecca Circle (Suzie Ward)

Preschool
Clothing Closet Workday
Chapel Ringers (Sanctuary)

Preschool
Vespers (Chapel)

Preschool
Bible Study (Library)

Men’s Community Bible Study (Fellowship Hall)

Hungry Peeps in (Fellowship Hall)
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2

PRAY &,
DAILY PRAYER - A HOME ALTAR ALTERS THE HOME!: Sunrise, noon, sunset and at
meals are times for daily prayer (Psalm 1 55:17). May God bless you as you turn to Him day by
day.
THE BIBLE IN A YEAR: Week 5 - February 2 to February 9, 2025
02/02 Morning Reading: Matthew 21:23-46 - Evening Reading: Exodus 29, 30
02/03 Morning Reading: Matthew 22:1-22 - Evening Reading: Exodus 31, 32, 33
02/04 Morning Reading: Matthew 22:23-46 - Evening Reading: Exodus 34, 35
02/05 Morning Reading: Matthew 23:1-22 - Evening Reading: Exodus 36, 37, 38
02/06 Morning Reading: Matthew 23:23-39 - Evening Reading: Exodus 39, 40
02/07 Morning Reading: Matthew 24:1-28 - Evening Reading: Leviticus 1, 2, 3
02/08 Morning Reading: Matthew 24:29-51 - Evening Reading: Leviticus 4, 5
02/09 Morning Reading: Matthew 25:1-30 - Evening Reading: Leviticus 6, 7

This QR code goes straight to the Daily prayers page on the website that lists the
commemorations and Psalms appointments for the week.

PRAYER LIST FOR FELLOWSHIP: Braylon Beam, Ron Behringer, Steve Bell,
Pauline Bradley, Shirley Bradley, Buddy Carothers, Miles Carpenter, George Cashion, Renee
Dockery, Kathy Finch, Baker Hampton, Nancy Homovich, Barbara Peacock, Trish Ratchford,

Doug Rhyne, Kay Robinson, Pat & Barbara Robinson, Joe Veale, Gene & Myra Weaver and
Claudia Zibell.

FRIENDS OF THE FELLOWSHIP: John Austin, Kyle Banes, Rick Belton, Kathy Bradley,
Peggy Button, Deborah Carpenter, Jeff Cobb, Zandra Chavis, Doris Coggins, Tucker Doyne,
Jameson Franklin, Jerry Green, Jennifer Hart, Sherry McCart, Bobby Myers, Paul Nordberg, Rita
Pasour, Dillard Phillips, Josie Putnam, Joye Rankin, Randy Reel, Bill Riddle, Morgan Rosser,
Dorothy Slessman, “Spike” Stevens, Christy Carpenter Smith, Charlene Sorenson, Judy Turner,
Becky Van Dyke, Jimmy Watlington, Jennifer Widner, recovery in the North Carolina mountains
and those affected by Southern California fires.

To share concerns and updates for the prayer list you can contact the church office (704-864-
6491) or call/text Pastor Comer (704-787-6439)

NEXT WEEK’S LESSONS

Wednesday, February 5 ~ Evening Prayer Service
Psalm 56 “In God I Trust”

Thursday, February 6 ~ Story of Salvation Bible Study
Genesis 22:1-18

Sunday, February 9 ~ Antecommunion
Genesis 32:22-32 and Luke 5:1-11
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In His Temple Now Behold Him
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Text: Henry J. Pye, 18251903, alt.
Music: REGENT SQUARE, Henry T. Smart, 1813-1879

13




I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light
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1 I want to walk as a  child of the light I  want to

2 I want to see . the bright-ness of  God. I want to
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Text: Kathleen Thomerson, b. 1934
Music: HOUSTON, Kathleen Thomerson
Text and music © 1970, 1975 Celebration.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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On Eagle’s Wings

g Leader or All g

J | | | | F— 1t
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say to the Lord:*My  ref - uge, my rock in whom I trust!”

Refrain

And he will raise you up on ea-gle’s wings, bear you on the breath of dawn,

2 The snare of the fowl-er will nev-er cap-ture you,and fam-ine will bring you no

371 Refrain
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fear; un-der God’s wings your ref-uge, with faith-ful-ness your shield.
Leader or All
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3 You need not fear the ter-ror of the night,nor the ar-row that flies by

0. Refrain

day; though thou-sands fall a - bout you, near you it shall not come.

Leader or All
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4 For to the an-gels God’s giv-en a com-mand to
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guard you in all of  your ways; up - on their hands they will

bear you up, lest you dash your foot a-gainst a stone.

Final refrain
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And he will raise you up on ea-gle’s wings, bear you on the breath of dawn,
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And hold you, hold you in the palm of his hand.

Text: Michael Joncas, b. 1957
Music: ON EAGLE'S WINGS, Michael Joncas
Text and music © 1979 OCP Publications, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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Lord,

Be Glorified
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1 In my life, Lord, be glo-ri - fied, be glo-ri - fied;
2 In our song, Lord, be glo-n - fied, be glo-r1i - fied;
3 In your church, Lord, be glo-n - fied, be glo-mi - fied;
4 In your world, Lord, be glo-1i - fied, be glo-r1i - fied;
Y s i ==
i s ! ! 7 0
| [—
_Q_ﬁu I |
y 4 | I .
© . A
Koy
J & o
—
in my life, Lord, be glo-ri - fied to - day.
in our song, Lord, be glo-1 - fied to - day.
in your church, Lord, be glo-r1i - fied to - day.
n your world, Lord, glo -n - fied to - day.
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Text: Bob Kilpatrick, b, 1952
Music: BE GLORIFIED, Bob Kilpatrick
Text and music © 1978 Bob Kilpatrick Music, assigned 1998 to The Lorenz Corporation. All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing
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I Lord, dis - miss us with your bless-ing, fill our hearts with joy and peace;
2 Thankswe give and ad - o - ra - tion for your gos - pel’s joy - ful sound.
3 Sav - ior, when your love shall call us from our strug-gling pil - grim way,
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let wus each, your love pos - sess-ing, ftri-umph in re - deem-ing grace.
May the fruits of  your sal - va - tion in our hearts and lives a - bound.
let no fear of death ap - pall us, glad your sum-mons to o - bey.
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Oh, re - fresh us; oh, re-fresh us, trav-’ling through this wil -der-ness.
Ev - er faith-ful, ev - er faith-ful to  your truth may we be found.
May we ev-er, may we ev-er reign with you in end-less day.
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Text: attr. John Fawcett, 1740-1817, sts. 1-2, alt.; Godfrey Thring, 1823—1903, st. 3, alt.
Music: SICILIAN MARINERS, Sicilian, 18th cent.
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