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What will be the outcome at the end? 

Will we prove to be fit for the harvest or weeds to be burned? 

A godly life grows forever while the sin distorted life will end. 
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LUTHERAN CHAPEL 

JULY 23, 2023 

8TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 

 
BOLD indicates congregational responses. 

* Indicates that all who are able should stand to honor God. 

 

GATHER 

WELCOME  

Who are you? We are children of God (1 John 3:2). What is our mission? The mission of 

Lutheran Chapel is to share God’s love. 

PRELUDE              “Siciliano”         arr. Jean Pasquet 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

INVOCATION  

P: We gather together in the name of the Father, + the Son and the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

*PROCESSIONAL HYMN  “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise”    ELW #834 
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LITANY  Psalm 145:1-2, 146:6-8, Philippians 4:19, 1 Peter 2:9-10, Numbers 6:26 

P: Blessed are you, O Lord our God, king of the universe, 

C: for in your wisdom you have formed us. 

P: You feed the hungry and clothe the naked. 

C: We bless you and praise your name forever. 

P: You set free those who are bound. 

C: We bless you and praise your name forever. 

P: You raise up those whose courage falters. 

C: We bless you and praise your name forever. 

P: You provide for our every need. 

C: Accept our grateful praises. 

P: You have called us from all peoples. 

C: We rejoice and bless your name forever. 

P: You bless your people with peace. 

C: We bless you and praise your loving grace. 
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P: Blessed are you, O Lord our God, king of the universe, 

C: for in your wisdom you have formed us. 

*APOSTLES’ CREED 

All are invited to confess our faith in God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. If you have not 

received the gift of baptism or would like to affirm your faith in Jesus and join His mission 

here, please indicate on the attendance registry and talk to an usher or the pastor. 

L: God has made us his people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in trust and 

hope, we confess our faith. 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,  

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

was crucified, died, and was buried.  

He descended into hell.  

The third day He rose again from the dead.  

He ascended into heaven and  

sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  

From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the holy Christian Church,  

the communion of saints,  

the forgiveness of sins,  

the resurrection of the body 

and the life + everlasting. Amen. 
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OLD TESTAMENT CANTICLE  “Listen You Nations”     Jeremiah 31:10-14 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Let us pray. 

C: Faithful God, most merciful judge, you care for your children with firmness and 

compassion. By your Spirit nurture us who live in your kingdom, that we may be rooted 

in the way of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

WORD 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

All children who want to come forward for the Children’s Message at the front of the church 

are welcome to do so. Let the little children come unto our Lord always! 

STORY OF SALVATION LESSON           DANIEL 3:1-29 

Religious persecution, vendettas, and evil lead to this horror. Yet within the flames, the LORD 

saves. 
1King Nebuchadnezzar made a golden statue whose height was sixty cubits and whose width 

was six cubits; he set it up on the plain of Dura in the province of Babylon. 2Then King 

Nebuchadnezzar sent for the satraps, the prefects, and the governors, the counselors, the 

treasurers, the justices, the magistrates, and all the officials of the provinces, to assemble and 

come to the dedication of the statue that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up. 3So the satraps, the 

prefects, and the governors, the counselors, the treasurers, the justices, the magistrates, and all 

the officials of the provinces, assembled for the dedication of the statue that King 

Nebuchadnezzar had set up. When they were standing before the statue that Nebuchadnezzar 

had set up, 4the herald proclaimed aloud, "You are commanded, O peoples, nations, and 

languages, 5that when you hear the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, drum, and entire 

musical ensemble, you are to fall down and worship the golden statue that King 

Nebuchadnezzar has set up. 6Whoever does not fall down and worship shall immediately be 

thrown into a furnace of blazing fire." 7Therefore, as soon as all the peoples heard the sound of 

the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, drum, and entire musical ensemble, all the peoples, nations, 

and languages fell down and worshiped the golden statue that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up. 
8Accordingly, at this time certain Chaldeans came forward and denounced the Jews. 9They said 

to King Nebuchadnezzar, "O king, live forever! 10You, O king, have made a decree, that 

everyone who hears the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, drum, and entire musical 

ensemble, shall fall down and worship the golden statue, 11and whoever does not fall down and 

worship shall be thrown into a furnace of blazing fire. 12There are certain Jews whom you have 

appointed over the affairs of the province of Babylon: Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. 

These pay no heed to you, O king. They do not serve your gods and they do not worship the 

golden statue that you have set up." 
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13Then Nebuchadnezzar in furious rage commanded that Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego be 

brought in; so they brought those men before the king. 14Nebuchadnezzar said to them, "Is it 

true, O Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, that you do not serve my gods and you do not 

worship the golden statue that I have set up? 15Now if you are ready when you hear the sound of 

the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, drum, and entire musical ensemble to fall down and worship 

the statue that I have made, well and good. But if you do not worship, you shall immediately be 

thrown into a furnace of blazing fire, and who is the god that will deliver you out of my hands?" 
16Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego answered the king, "O Nebuchadnezzar, we have no need 

to present a defense to you in this matter. 17If our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from 

the furnace of blazing fire and out of your hand, O king, let him deliver us. 18But if not, be it 

known to you, O king, that we will not serve your gods and we will not worship the golden 

statue that you have set up." 
19Then Nebuchadnezzar was so filled with rage against Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego that 

his face was distorted. He ordered the furnace heated up seven times more than was 

customary, 20and ordered some of the strongest guards in his army to bind Shadrach, Meshach, 

and Abednego and to throw them into the furnace of blazing fire. 21So the men were bound, still 

wearing their tunics, their trousers, their hats, and their other garments, and they were thrown 

into the furnace of blazing fire. 22Because the king's command was urgent and the furnace was so 

overheated, the raging flames killed the men who lifted Shadrach, Meshach, and 

Abednego. 23But the three men, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, fell down, bound, into the 

furnace of blazing fire. 
24Then King Nebuchadnezzar was astonished and rose up quickly. He said to his counselors, 

"Was it not three men that we threw bound into the fire?" They answered the king, "True, O 

king." 25He replied, "But I see four men unbound, walking in the middle of the fire, and 

they are not hurt; and the fourth has the appearance of a god." 26Nebuchadnezzar then 

approached the door of the furnace of blazing fire and said, "Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, 

servants of the Most High God, come out! Come here!" So Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego 

came out from the fire. 27And the satraps, the prefects, the governors, and the king's counselors 

gathered together and saw that the fire had not had any power over the bodies of those men; the 

hair of their heads was not singed, their tunics were not harmed, and not even the smell of fire 

came from them. 28Nebuchadnezzar said, "Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and 

Abednego, who has sent his angel and delivered his servants who trusted in him. They disobeyed 

the king's command and yielded up their bodies rather than serve and worship any god except 

their own God. 29Therefore I make a decree: Any people, nation, or language that utters 

blasphemy against the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego shall be torn limb from limb, 

and their houses laid in ruins; for there is no other god who is able to deliver in this way."  

L: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
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STORY OF SALVATION TIMELINE 

The timeline below offers an overview of the Story of Salvation lesson and Bible in a Year 

readings from Genesis to Revelation. The + marks where we are now. A memory verse for the 

week is in bold. Claim the gift for yourself! 

Creation : Fall : Promise : Exodus : Conquest : Judges : Kings and Prophets :+ Exile : 

Restoration : 2nd Temple : JESUS :  Apostles : Last Day : New Creation 

PSALM 86:11-17    

 

 

 

 

11  Teach me your way, O LORD, and I will walk | in your truth; 

 give me an undivided heart to re- | vere your name. 

12  I will thank you, O Lord my God, with | all my heart, 

 and glorify your name for- | evermore.    

Refrain 

13  For great is your | love toward me; 

 you have delivered me from the | pit of death. 

14  The arrogant rise up against me, O God, 

and a band of violent people | seeks my life; 

 they have not set you be- | fore their eyes. 

15  But you, O Lord, are gracious and full | of compassion, 

 slow to anger, and full of kind- | ness and truth. 

16  Turn to me and have mer- | cy on me; 

 give your strength to your servant, 

 and save the child | of your handmaid. 

17  Show me a sign of your favor, 

so that those who hate me may see it and be | put to shame; 

 because you, Lord, have helped me and com- | forted me.    

Refrain 

Reprinted from Psalter for Worship, copyright 2007 Augsburg Fortress. 

Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress. 
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SECOND LESSON          ROMANS 8:12-25 

For Paul, true spirituality means that we experience the reality of the Spirit, which enables us 

to pray as God’s children, keeps us in solidarity with creation, and gives us unseen hope that 

God will liberate us and creation from bondage to death and decay. 

12So then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh—
13for if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the 

deeds of the body, you will live. 14For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. 
15For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received a spirit 

of adoption. When we cry, “Abba! Father!” 16it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit 

that we are children of God, 17and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with 

Christ—if, in fact, we suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with him. 

 18I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory 

about to be revealed to us. 19For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the 

children of God; 20for the creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will but by the will of 

the one who subjected it, in hope 21that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to 

decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. 22We know that the 

whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now; 23and not only the creation, but we 

ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the 

redemption of our bodies. 24For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For 

who hopes for what is seen? 25But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with 

patience. 

L: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

*GOSPEL                MATTHEW 13:24-30, 36-43 

Those who are able may stand to honor Christ during the reading of the Gospel. 

Response after announcement: 

C: Glory to you, O Lord 

Jesus tells a parable about the coexistence of good and evil in this world. God’s judgment will 

remove all evildoers and causes of sin, but not until the end of human history. 

24[Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 

someone who sowed good seed in his field;25but while everybody was asleep, an enemy came 

and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. 26So when the plants came up and 

bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. 27And the slaves of the householder came and said 

to him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? Where, then, did these weeds come 

from?’ 28He answered, ‘An enemy has done this.’ The slaves said to him, ‘Then do you want us 

to go and gather them?’ 29But he replied, ‘No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the 

wheat along with them. 30Let both of them grow together until the harvest; and at harvest time I 
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will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather 

the wheat into my barn.’ ” 

 36Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples approached him, saying, 

“Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.” 37He answered, “The one who sows the 

good seed is the Son of Man; 38the field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the 

kingdom; the weeds are the children of the evil one, 39and the enemy who sowed them is the 

devil; the harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. 40Just as the weeds are 

collected and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. 41The Son of Man will send 

his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 42and they 

will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
43Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Let anyone with ears 

listen!” 

P: The Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

MESSAGE           “Outcomes” 

On the Journey of the Prophet Daniel 

Parable of Wheat and Weeds 

The Law is an aspect in the Word that shows our brokenness, sin and need for Jesus’ saving 

power: Jesus, the Son of Man and Son of God, will be our ultimate judge. Why do I fall into the 

trap of judging others? 

The Gospel is an aspect in the Word that gives strength, wisdom and hope in Jesus’ ultimate 

saving power: The ultimate outcomes are in God’s hands alone. Let us trust in Jesus and His 

grace to save us and love us as we journey through a broken world. 

So What? Recognize over and over that I am no one’s ultimate judge. I can make decisions but 

I need to be humble and recognize I could be wrong. Trust God to put all things right in the end. 
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*HYMN OF THE DAY       “Bless the Lord, O My Soul”   

PRAYER 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH             1 Timothy 2:1-4 

AM: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to 

their needs. 

A brief silence may be kept. Each prayer will conclude: Lord in Your mercy, and the 

congregation may respond Hear our prayers. 

Prayers are commended in Jesus’ Name. 

AM: All these prayers and whatever else You see that we need we ask in the Name of Jesus 

Christ, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, One God, now and forever.  

C: Amen. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER              Matthew 6:9-13 

P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray:  

    Our Father, who art in heaven, 

          hallowed be Thy name, 

          Thy kingdom come, 

          Thy will be done, 

               on earth as it is in heaven. 

     Give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses, 

          as we forgive those 

               who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

          but deliver us from evil. 

     For Thine is the kingdom, 

          and the power, and the glory, 

          forever and ever. Amen. 

MUSICAL OFFERING            Roger & Jeanette Myers 

“Blest Be the Tie That Binds”                    arr. Greg Bottomley 

NEW TESTAMENT CANTICLE  “Glory to God”            Luke 2:14, John 1:29 
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SENDING 

*BENEDICTION             Numbers 6:24-26 

P: The LORD bless you and keep you. The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious 

to you. The LORD look upon you with favor and give you peace. In the Name of the Father, + 

the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  

C: Amen.  

*RECESSIONAL HYMN  “For the Fruit of All Creation”     ELW #679 
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*DISMISSAL 

P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE         “Grand Chorus”             Alex Guilmant 

+  +  +  +  +  +  + 

OUR ALTAR FLOWERS are given to the Glory of God by Chuck & Lisa Burch in honor of 

Amy’s 33rd birthday. 
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THOSE SERVING AT LUTHERAN CHAPEL TODAY 

Ministers ........................................................................................... People of Lutheran Chapel 

Pastor .................................................................................................................. Michael Comer 

Administrative Assistant ................................................................................... Kim Rundzieher 

Director of Music Ministries .................................................................................. Kathie Riebe 

Assistant Minister ................................................................................................ Nancy Witman 

Lector...................................................................................................................... Ken Obenauf 

Acolyte ................................................................................................................ Elena Hoffman 

Crucifer ................................................................................................................... Bram Comer 

Head Ushers ............................................................................. Steve Clark and Ervin Hoffman 

First Aid/AED/CPR .................................................................................................. Steve Clark 

Council Members of the Month ............................................. Crown Hoffman & Steve Ritchie 

 

 

PARISH NEWS 

NURSERY ATTENDANTS BY REQUEST: If your family is in need of a nursery attendant 

during the 10:00 service, please let our ushers know and they will contact one of our standby 

attendants. 

SCHOOL SUPPLIES: The Social Ministry Committee will be collecting donations for school 

supplies this Sunday, July 23rd and next Sunday, July 30th. Every year we are able to purchase 

supplies for children that will help begin their school year with the basic needs. Cash donations 

are greatly appreciated or you may write a check payable to Lutheran Chapel marked for school 

supplies. Children’s school boxes will be in each pew for your donations. This year we will be 

supporting Bessemer City Primary (K-2nd) and Bessemer City Central (3rd-5th). In addition, we 

have partnered with a company to provide headphones for student Chromebooks. We thank you 

so much for your support of the children in our community. 

CLOTHING GIVEAWAY: The Outreach Committee will be hosting an indoor/outdoor 

Clothing Giveaway on Saturday, August 5.  

CAN TABS FOR KIDS: The preschool is collecting soda pop tabs for Shriners Children’s 

Hospital of Greenville, SC until September 8, 2023. All tabs collected will be donated to help 

the Shriners improve the lives of children by providing pediatric care and innovative research. 
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DAILY PRAYER 

EACH MORNING AND EVENING, PRAY TO THE LORD. (Psalm 1:2) Prayer lists and 

roster, Psalter readings, daily Bible lessons, and a song of praise are below.  

PRAYER LIST FOR FELLOWSHIP: Faye Anne Boyette, Henry Hoffman, Leon Moretz, 

Janie Peak, Betty Petty, Nancy Rankin, Trish Ratchford, Doug Rhyne, Bill & Kay Robinson, 

Pat & Barbara Robinson, family of Bob Thornburg, Joe Veale, and Myra Weaver 

FRIENDS OF THE FELLOWSHIP: John Austin, Sam Bell, Rick Belton, Deborah Carpenter, 

Doris Coggins, Genise Collins, Mary Collins, Tucker Doyne, Jameson Franklin, Jonnie 

Heavner, Wade Huss, Rick Knowles, John Newton, Rita Pasour, Brooks Reeder, Randy Reel, 

Paul Rundzieher, Frank Sanders, Dakota Shuford, Christy Carpenter Smith, and Charlene 

Sorenson 

To share concerns and updates for the prayer list you can contact the church office (704-864-

6491) or call/text Pastor Comer (704-787-6439). 

FEAST OF PSALMS: Psalter Book Three 

THE BIBLE IN A YEAR - Week 30 July 23 to July 30, 2023 

07/23 Morning Reading: Acts 24—Evening Reading: Psalms 33, 34 

07/24 Morning Reading: Acts 25—Evening Reading: Psalms 35, 36 

07/25 Morning Reading: Acts 26—Evening Reading: Psalms 37, 38, 39 

07/26 Morning Reading: Acts 27:1-26—Evening Reading: Psalms 40, 41, 42 

07/27 Morning Reading: Acts 27:27-44—Evening Reading: Psalms 43, 44, 45 

07/28 Morning Reading: Acts 28—Evening Reading: Psalms 46, 47, 48 

07/29 Morning Reading: Romans 1—Evening Reading: Psalms 49, 50 

07/30 Morning Reading: Romans 2—Evening Reading: Psalms 51, 52, 53 

Traditional Song:  “Amazing Grace”  ELW #779 

Sing a New Song:  “Thy Word”    W&P #144 

The “Our Daily Bread” devotional is available as a booklet, an app in eBook format, daily  

e-mail, or podcast. Visit odb.org/subscribe.  

This QR code goes straight to the Daily prayers page on the website that list the 

commemorations for the week. 

 Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

AM 73, 74 77 79 82 84 86 88 

PM 75, 76 78 80, 81 83 85 87 89 
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Wednesday, July 26 ~ Holy Communion  

Ephesians 6:4 “Table of Duties: To Parents” 

Thursday, July 27 ~ Story of Salvation Bible Study 

Daniel 3:1-29 “Delivery from the Fiery Furnace” 

Sunday, July 30 ~ Service of the Word 

Jonah 1:1-2:1 and Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 “Treasure” 

 

 

CHURCH ACTIVITIES THIS WEEK 

SUNDAY, JULY 23 - SATURDAY, JULY 29, 2023 

Sun-23      8:30 am Fellowship 

       9:00 am Bible Study/Sunday School 

     10:00 am Worship (Sanctuary) 

     11:00 am Council Meeting (Conference Room) 

       8:00 pm Faith Group (Fellowship Hall) 

 

Tues-25    8:30 am Preschool 

     10:00 am Clothing Closet Workday 

 

Wed-26     8:30 am Preschool  

       7:00 pm Evening Service (Chapel) 

 

Thur-27    8:30 am Preschool  

      11:00 am Bible Study (Library) 

 

Sat-29       9:30 am Hungry Peeps Support Group (Fellowship Hall) 


