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Let us contemplate the gifts of God this Epiphany 2023! 
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LUTHERAN CHAPEL 

JANUARY 1, 2023 

EPIPHANY OBSERVANCE 

SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 

BOLD indicates congregational responses. 

* Indicates that all who are able should stand to honor God. 

 

GATHER 
 

WELCOME  

PRELUDE  

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P: In the name of the Father, and of the +Son, and of the Holy Spirit.        Matthew 28:19b 

C: Amen. 

CALL TO CONFESSION         1 John 1:8-9 

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we confess 

our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. 

P: Let us recite the gift of the Ten Commandments and the Great Commandment and use these 

teachings to examine our lives. 

THE TEN COMMANDMENTS             Exodus 20:1-17 

1. You shall have no other gods. 

2. You shall not make wrongful use of the Name of the LORD your God. 

3. Remember the Sabbath day and keep it holy. 

4. Honor your father and mother. 

5. You shall not murder. 

6. You shall not commit adultery. 

7. You shall not steal. 

8. You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 

9. You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. 

10. You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife or (husband). 
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THE GREAT COMMANDMENT                                                                     Mark 12:28-31 

You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 

your mind and with all your strength...you shall love your neighbor as yourself. 

P: Let us kneel or sit for a time of silent confession and self-examination. 

P: Most merciful God, 

C: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against 

You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 

and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways, to the glory of 

Your holy name. Amen. 

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His sake God 

forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by His 

authority. I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 

Father, and of the +Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 



4 

*PROCESSIONAL HYMN   “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice”    ELW #288 
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*THE APOSTOLIC GREETING                                                               2 Corinthians 13:13 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

*THE KYRIE                                                                                                             Mark 10:47 
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*THIS IS THE FEAST      Revelation 5:12-13; 19:5-9  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY      (In Unison) 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

C: O God, on this day you revealed your Son to the nations by the leading of a star. Lead 

us now by faith to know your presence in our lives, and bring us at last to the full vision of 

your glory, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

WORD 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

All children who want to come forward for the Children’s Message at the front of the church 

are welcome to do so. Let the little children come unto our Lord always! 

FIRST LESSON              ISAIAH 60:1-6 
1Arise, shine; for your light has come, 

 and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. 

 2For darkness shall cover the earth, 

 and thick darkness the peoples; 
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 but the LORD will arise upon you, 

 and his glory will appear over you. 

 3Nations shall come to your light, 

 and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 

 4Lift up your eyes and look around; 

 they all gather together, they come to you; 

 your sons shall come from far away, 

 and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses' arms. 

 5Then you shall see and be radiant; 

 your heart shall thrill and rejoice, 

 because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, 

 the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 

 6A multitude of camels shall cover you, 

 the young camels of Midian and Ephah; 

 all those from Sheba shall come. 

 They shall bring gold and frankincense, 

 and shall proclaim the praise of the LORD.  

L: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
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*HYMN     “Arise, Your Light Has Come!”     ELW #314 

PSALM 72        (Read Responsively) 
1Give the king your justice, O God, 

 and your righteousness to a king's son. 

 2May he judge your people with righteousness, 

 and your poor with justice. 

 3May the mountains yield prosperity for the people, 

 and the hills, in righteousness. 

 4May he defend the cause of the poor of the people, 

 give deliverance to the needy, 

 and crush the oppressor. 

 5May he live while the sun endures, 

 and as long as the moon, throughout all generations. 
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 6May he be like rain that falls on the mown grass, 

 like showers that water the earth. 

 7In his days may righteousness flourish 

 and peace abound, until the moon is no more. 

 8May he have dominion from sea to sea, 

 and from the River to the ends of the earth. 

 9May his foes bow down before him, 

 and his enemies lick the dust. 

 10May the kings of Tarshish and of the isles 

 render him tribute, 

 may the kings of Sheba and Seba 

 bring gifts. 

 11May all kings fall down before him, 

 all nations give him service. 

 12For he delivers the needy when they call, 

 the poor and those who have no helper. 

 13He has pity on the weak and the needy, 

 and saves the lives of the needy. 

 14From oppression and violence he redeems their life; 

 and precious is their blood in his sight. 

 15Long may he live! 

 May gold of Sheba be given to him. 

 May prayer be made for him continually, 

 and blessings invoked for him all day long. 

 16May there be abundance of grain in the land; 

 may it wave on the tops of the mountains; 

 may its fruit be like Lebanon; 

 and may people blossom in the cities 

 like the grass of the field. 

 17May his name endure forever, 

 his fame continue as long as the sun. 

 May all nations be blessed in him; 

 may they pronounce him happy. 

 18Blessed be the LORD, the God of Israel, 

 who alone does wondrous things. 

 19Blessed be his glorious name forever; 

 may his glory fill the whole earth. 

Amen and Amen. 

 20The prayers of David son of Jesse are ended.  
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GLORIA PATRI       (In Unison) 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is 

now, and will be forever. Amen. 

ANTHEM                  CHANCEL CHOIR 

“On This Day Earth Shall Ring”            David Cherwien 

SECOND LESSON                 EPHESIANS 3:1-12 
1This is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles — 2for 

surely you have already heard of the commission of God's grace that was given me for you, 3and 

how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I wrote above in a few words, 4a 

reading of which will enable you to perceive my understanding of the mystery of Christ. 5In 

former generations this mystery was not made known to humankind, as it has now been revealed 

to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit: 6that is, the Gentiles have become fellow heirs, 

members of the same body, and sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel. 
7Of this gospel I have become a servant according to the gift of God's grace that was given me 

by the working of his power. 8Although I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given 

to me to bring to the Gentiles the news of the boundless riches of Christ, 9and to make everyone 

see what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God who created all things; 10so that 

through the church the wisdom of God in its rich variety might now be made known to the rulers 

and authorities in the heavenly places. 11This was in accordance with the eternal purpose that he 

has carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, 12in whom we have access to God in boldness and 

confidence through faith in him.  

L: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

ANTHEM                HANDBELL CHOIR 

“Go Tell It On the Mountain”       M L. Thompson & F. L. Callahan 

*GOSPEL                    MATTHEW 2:1-12 

Those who are able may stand to honor Christ during the reading of the Gospel. 

Response after the announcement: 

 

 

 

 
1In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East 

came to Jerusalem, 2asking, "Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we 

observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage." 3When King Herod heard 

this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 4and calling together all the chief priests and 
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scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. 5They told him, 

"In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: 

 6'And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 

 are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 

 for from you shall come a ruler 

 who is to shepherd my people Israel.'" 
7Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the 

star had appeared. 8Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, "Go and search diligently for the 

child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him 

homage." 9When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star 

that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. 10When they 

saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 11On entering the house, they 

saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening 

their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12And having been 

warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road.  

P: The Gospel of the Lord. 

 

 

 

 

MESSAGE      “Contemplating the Epiphany Story 2023” 

ANTHEM                  CHANCEL CHOIR 

“Following the Star to Bethlehem”             Dan R. Edwards 

*THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

All are invited to confess our faith in God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. If you have not 

received the gift of baptism or would like to affirm your faith in Jesus and join His mission 

here, please indicate on the attendance registry and talk to an usher or the pastor. 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,  

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

was crucified, died, and was buried.  

He descended into hell.  

The third day He rose again from the dead.  

He ascended into heaven and  

sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  
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From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the holy Christian Church,  

the communion of saints,  

the forgiveness of sins,  

the resurrection of the body 

and the life + everlasting. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION                                                                      1 Timothy 2:1-4 

AM: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to 

their needs. 

A brief silence may be kept. Each prayer will conclude: Lord in Your mercy, and the 

congregation may respond Hear our prayers. 

Prayers are commended in Jesus’ Name. 

AM: All these prayers and whatever else You see that we need we ask in the Name of Jesus 

Christ, the light of the world.  

C: Amen. 

THE SHARING OF THE PEACE                                      Matthew 5:22-24: Ephesians 4:1-3 

P: Sisters and brothers, rejoice. Mend your ways, encourage one another, agree with one 

another, live in peace.        2 Corinthians 13:11 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 
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THE MEAL 

*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING                        2 Timothy 4:22, Colossians 3:1, Psalm 136 

 

 

 

 

 

*PREFACE FOR THE DAY AND THE HOLY, HOLY, HOLY   Isaiah 6:3, Matthew 21:9 
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*THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION              Matthew 26, Mark 14, Luke 22, 1 Corinthians 11 

P: In the night in which He was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks, broke it, 

and gave it to His disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is My body, given for you. Do this for the 

remembrance of Me. 

Again, after supper, He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup 

is the new covenant in My blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do 

this for the remembrance of Me. 

*THE LORD’S PRAYER               Matthew 6:9-13 

P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray:  

    Our Father, who art in heaven, 

          hallowed be Thy name, 

          Thy kingdom come, 

          Thy will be done, 

               on earth as it is in heaven. 

     Give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses, 

          as we forgive those 

               who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

          but deliver us from evil. 

     For Thine is the kingdom, 

          and the power, and the glory, 

          forever and ever. Amen. 



16 

*LAMB OF GOD                                                                                              John 1:29  

*DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 

All baptized Christians are welcome to Holy Communion. Here we receive forgiveness, the gift 

of abiding in Jesus, the remembrance of His sacrificial love for us on the Cross, and the 

promise of eternal life (Luke 24:13-35, John 6:22-59, 1 Cor. 11:23-26). Please request grape 

juice or gluten free bread if needed. Taste and see the LORD is good (Psalm 34:8)!  

Please take your communion cup as you leave and discard in trashcan. 

P: This is the body of Christ given for you. This is the blood of Christ shed for you. 

COMMUNION MUSIC 

Jeanette Myers   “He Shall Feed His Flock”            arr. D. Marlatt 

Congregational Hymn        “Away in a Manger”      ELW #277 

Congregational Hymn         “Love Has Come”      ELW #292 

SENDING 

*THE BLESSING 

P: May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

C: Amen. 
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*SONG OF SIMEON                  Luke 2:29-32 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

AM: God our redeemer, you have fed us at this table with gifts of grace, truth, and life. As you 

have gathered us in joy, send us forth as messengers of your peace. Make us shine with the good 

news of your glory, born to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 

*BENEDICTION  
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*RECESSIONAL HYMN    “We Three Kings”   
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*DISMISSAL  

P: Go in peace, serve the Lord! 

C: Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE 

†  †  †  †  †  †  †  † 

THOSE SERVING AT LUTHERAN CHAPEL TODAY 

Ministers ........................................................................................... People of Lutheran Chapel 

Pastor ................................................................................................................... Michael Comer 

Administrative Assistant ................................................................................... Kim Rundzieher 

Choir Director ......................................................................................................... Kathie Riebe 

Organist ...................................................................................................................... Lisa Burch 

Assistant Minister ................................................................................................... Sylvia Fogle 

Acolyte ............................................................................................................ Renwick Royston 

Crucifer ....................................................................................................................... Will Clark 

Head Ushers .............................................................................. Steve Clark and Ervin Hoffman 

First Aid/AED/CPR .................................................................................................. Steve Clark 
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For anyone who would like to help, the Christmas decorations will be taken down 
on Friday, January 6 beginning at 10:00 am.. 

PARISH NEWS 

Notes of encouragement for Pastor Charles McManus can be mailed to 728 Klumac Road, Apt. 

272-D, Salisbury, NC 28144. 

NURSERY ATTENDANTS BY REQUEST: If your family is in need of a nursery attendant 

during the 10:00 service, please let our ushers know and they will contact one of our standby 

attendants. 

SEEKING GOD’S VISION TOGETHER: On Sunday, January 8 from 10:00 to 12:30 in the 

Family Life Center, our Vision Team and our church consultant Rev. Dr. Keith Copeland will 

guide our fellowship in a visioning process to both understand our core values now and to seek 

God’s will for the future called Lutheran Chapel Identity and Worship Café. Good food will be 

provided. Children activities will be offered. Holy Communion will be celebrated. Please plan 

to be part of this visioning process. 

2023 OFFERING ENVELOPES: 2023 offering envelopes for members of the church are now 

available and can be found in the Narthex. For those who regularly give online or through a 

financial institution, please contact Kim in the church office if you still would like your 

envelopes. 

ESTHER CIRCLE: The Esther Circle will gather in the Fellowship Hall on Monday, 

January 9 at 10:00am in the Fellowship Hall. 

REBECCA CIRCLE: Rebecca Circle will meet for a light dinner in the Fellowship Hall on 

Monday, January 9 at 6:00pm. The meeting will be hosted by Kay Moretz. 

OWLS: Our next OWL-standing time of fellowship will be held at Jackson’s Cafeteria. Please 

mark your calendar for Thursday, January 19 at 11:00. We hope you’ll join us. 
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DAILY PRAYER 

EACH MORNING AND EVENING, PRAY TO THE LORD. (Psalm 1:2) Prayer lists and 

roster, Psalter readings, daily Bible lessons, and a song of praise are below.  

PRAYER LIST FOR FELLOWSHIP: Larry Collins, Kathy Finch, Paulette Hale, Henry 

Hoffman, Pr. Peter & Nancy Homovich, Dru Huffstickler, Betty Petty, Nancy Rankin, Doug 

Rhyne, Bill & Kay Robinson, Pat & Barbara Robinson, Bob Thornburg, Joe Veale, and Myra 

Weaver 

FRIENDS OF THE FELLOWSHIP: Harry & Fran Angstadt, Sam Bell, Zach Brembt, Bill & 

Carol Bridges, Deborah Carpenter, Doris Coggins, Mary Collins, Jill Dieffenbach, Tucker 

Doyne, Craig Evanoff, Jamison Franklin, Alice Hanks, Jonnie Heavner, David Helms, Wade 

Huss, Pr. Charles McManus, Tracy Moore, Rita Pasour, Brooks Reeder, Dakota Shuford, 

Charlene Sorenson, and Jeannie Trayband 

To share concerns and updates for the prayer list you can contact the church office (704-864-

6491) or call/text Pastor Comer (704-787-6439). 

FEAST OF PSALMS: Epiphany 

 

THE BIBLE IN A YEAR - Week 1 January 1, 2023 to January 8, 2023 

01/01 Morning Reading: Matthew 1—Evening Reading: Genesis 1, 2, 3 

01/02 Morning Reading: Matthew 2—Evening Reading: Genesis 4, 5, 6 

01/03 Morning Reading: Matthew 3—Evening Reading: Genesis 7, 8, 9 

01/04 Morning Reading: Matthew 4—Evening Reading: Genesis 10, 11, 12 

01/05 Morning Reading: Matthew 5:1-26—Evening Reading: Genesis 13, 14, 15 

01/06 Morning Reading: Matthew 5:27-48—Evening Reading: Genesis 16, 17 

01/07 Morning Reading: Matthew 6:1-18—Evening Reading: Genesis 18, 19 

01/08 Morning Reading: Matthew 6:19-34—Evening Reading: Genesis 20, 21, 22 

Songs of Praise:  “We Three Kings of Orient Are”  WOV #646 

        “Shine, Jesus Shine”   W&P #123 

 Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

AM 1, 8 36, 40 46, 47 61, 62 71, 72 87, 93 99, 100 

PM 19, 27 41, 45 48, 50 66, 67 84, 86 96, 97 103, 135 
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Wednesday Evening Prayer will resume January 11, 2023 

Story of Salvation Bible Study will resume January 12, 2023 

Sunday, January 8 ~ Lutheran Chapel Identity & Vision Café 

Family Life Center, 10:00 am - 12:30 pm 

The “Our Daily Bread” devotional is available as a booklet, an app in eBook format, daily  

e-mail, or podcast. Visit odb.org/subscribe.  

This QR code goes straight to the Daily prayers page on the website that list the 

commemorations for the week. 

 

CHURCH ACTIVITIES THIS WEEK 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 1 - SATURDAY, JANUARY 7, 2023 

Sun-01    10:00 am Worship (Sanctuary) 

       8:00 pm Faith Group (Fellowship Hall) 
 

Mon-02     Church Office Closed  
 

Tues-03   10:00 am Clothing Closet Workday 
 

Wed-04     6:00 pm Handbells 
 

Fri-06      10:00 am Taking down of Christmas decorations (Sanctuary) 

 


