LUTHERAN CHAPEL

LUKE 1:26-38 AND LUKE 1:39-55
“JOURNEY OF MARY, MOTHER OF OUR LORD”
Mary and Elizabeth come together expecting births and sharing in the joy of the
Holy Spirit. As we expectantly wait for Christ’s second coming, let us magnify the
LORD together.
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BOLD indicates congregational responses.
* Indicates that all who are able should stand to honor God.

GATHER
WELCOME
PRELUDE
ANNOUNCEMENTS
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P: In the name of the Father, and of the +Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Matthew 28:19b

C: Amen.

CALL TO CONFESSION

1 John 1:8-9

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we confess
our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.
P: Let us recite the gift of the Ten Commandments and the Great Commandment and use these
teachings to examine our lives.
THE TEN COMMANDMENTS

Exodus 20:1-17

1. You shall have no other gods.
2. You shall not make wrongful use of the Name of the LORD your God.
3. Remember the Sabbath day and keep it holy.
4. Honor your father and mother.
5. You shall not murder.
6. You shall not commit adultery.
7. You shall not steal.
8. You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.
9. You shall not covet your neighbor’s house.
10. You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife or (husband).
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THE GREAT COMMANDMENT

Mark 12:28-31

You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all
your mind and with all your strength...you shall love your neighbor as yourself.
P: Let us kneel or sit for a time of silent confession and self-examination.
P: Most merciful God,
C: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against
You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us,
and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways, to the glory of
Your holy name. Amen.
P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His sake God
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by His
authority. I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the
Father, and of the +Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
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*PROCESSIONAL HYMN

“People, Look East”
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*THE APOSTOLIC GREETING

2 Corinthians 13:13

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.
C: And also with you.
*THE KYRIE

Mark 10:47
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*THIS IS THE FEAST

Revelation 5:12-13; 19:5-9

6

PRAYER OF THE DAY

(In Unison)

P: The Lord be with you.
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might, free us
from the sin that binds us, that we may receive you in joy and serve you always, for you
live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
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WORD

ADVENT WREATH LIGHTING
“Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah”
(Cantor sings v. 4, Congregation sings vv. 1-4)

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
FIRST LESSON

MICAH 5:2-5a

The prophet Micah, having pronounced judgment upon Judah, speaks of a future shepherd-king
who, like David, will come from the small town of Bethlehem. (Ephrathah refers to the area
around Bethlehem.) This king will restore Israel and bring peace. New Testament writers
understood this passage to be referring to Jesus.
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But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah,
who are one of the little clans of Judah,
from you shall come forth for me
one who is to rule in Israel,
whose origin is from of old,
from ancient days.
3
Therefore he shall give them up until the time
when she who is in labor has brought forth;
then the rest of his kindred shall return
to the people of Israel.
4
And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the Lord,
in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God.
And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great
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5a

to the ends of the earth;
and he shall be the one of peace.

L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
PSALM 80

“Lord, Make Us Turn to You”

STORY OF SALVATION LESSON

Marty Haugen

LUKE 1:26-38
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In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called
Nazareth, 27to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The
virgin's name was Mary. 28And he came to her and said, "Greetings, favored one! The Lord is
with you." 29But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this
might be. 30The angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with
God. 31And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him
Jesus. 32He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will
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give to him the throne of his ancestor David. 33He will reign over the house of Jacob forever,
and of his kingdom there will be no end." 34Mary said to the angel, "How can this be, since I am
a virgin?" 35The angel said to her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the
Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called
Son of God. 36And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this
is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. 37For nothing will be impossible with
God." 38Then Mary said, "Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your
word." Then the angel departed from her.
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Joel 2:13

*GOSPEL
LUKE 1:39-55
Those who are able may stand to honor Christ during the reading of the Gospel.
Response after the announcement:

Elizabeth, John’s mother, and Mary, the mother of Jesus, are two women filled with the Holy
Spirit and with faith. In Elizabeth’s inspired greeting and Mary’s song of praise we hear of a
saving God who remembers, scatters, lifts up, and fulfills all things.
39

In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, 40where
she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41When Elizabeth heard Mary’s
greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit 42and
exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your
womb. 43And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? 44For as
soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy. 45And blessed
is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.”
46
And Mary said,
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“My soul magnifies the Lord,
47
and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
48
for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant.
Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed;
49
for the Mighty One has done great things for me,
and holy is his name.
50
His mercy is for those who fear him
from generation to generation.
51
He has shown strength with his arm;
he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts.
52
He has brought down the powerful from their thrones,
and lifted up the lowly;
53
he has filled the hungry with good things,
and sent the rich away empty.
54
He has helped his servant Israel,
in remembrance of his mercy,
55
according to the promise he made to our ancestors,
to Abraham and to his descendants forever.”

P: The Gospel of the Lord.

MESSAGE

“Journey of Mary, Mother of our Lord”
On the Life of Mary, Mother of our Lord
Magnificat

The Law is an aspect in the Word that shows our brokenness, sin and need for Jesus’ saving
power: Life plans are left best to God’s plan - let go of the world’s standards and vanities.
The Gospel is an aspect in the Word that gives strength, wisdom and hope in Jesus’ ultimate
saving power: Believe, trust, and visit as God’s plan unfolds. True joy is in the LORD.
So What? Learning of and from Jesus: Pray and sing like Mary! Learn the daily prayer songs Song of Zechariah for morning prayer, Song of Mary for evening prayer, and Song of Simeon
for night prayer. Choose to magnify, praise our LORD every day He gives.
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HYMN

“For All the Faithful Women” (v. 1 & 6)

1 For all the faithful women
who served in days of old,
to you shall thanks be given;
to all, their story told.
They served with strength and gladness
in tasks your wisdom gave.
To you their lives bore witness,
proclaimed your pow'r to save.

ELW #419

6 We honor faithful Mary,
fair maiden, full of grace.
She bore the Christ, our brother,
who saved our human race.
May we, with her, surrender
ourselves to your command
and lay upon your altar
our gifts of heart and hand.
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*HYMN OF THE DAY

“Comfort, Comfort Now My People”
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*THE APOSTLES’ CREED
All are invited to confess our faith in God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. If you have not
received the gift of baptism or would like to affirm your faith in Jesus and join His mission here,
please indicate on the attendance registry and talk to an usher or the pastor.
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven and
sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body
and the life + everlasting. Amen.
ANTHEM
“Canticle of the Turning”

CHANCEL CHOIR
Adapt. R. Cooney / Arr. J. Ferguson
© 2009 GIA Publications

My soul cries out with a joyful shout that the God of my heart is great,
and my spirit sings of the wondrous things that you bring to the ones who wait.
You fixed your sight on your servant’s plight, and my weakness you did not spurn,
so from east to west shall my name be blest. Could the world be about to turn?
My heart shall sing of the day you bring. Let the fires of your justice burn.
Wipe away all tears, for the dawn draws near, and the world is about to turn!
Though I am small, my God, my all, you work great things in me,
and your mercy will last from the depths of the past to the end of the age to be.
Your very name puts the proud to shame, and to those who would for you yearn,
you will show your might, put the strong to flight, for the world is about to turn.
My heart shall sing of the day you bring. Let the fires of your justice burn.
Wipe away all tears, for the dawn draws near, and the world is about to turn!
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From the halls of pow’r to the fortress tow’r, not a stone will be left on stone.
Let the king beware for your justice tears ev’ry tyrant from his throne.
The hungry poor shall weep no more, for the food they can never earn;
there are tables spread, ev’ry mouth be fed, for the world is about to turn.
My heart shall sing of the day you bring. Let the fires of your justice burn.
Wipe away all tears, for the dawn draws near, and the world is about to turn!
Though the nations rage from age to age, we remember who holds us fast:
God’s mercy must deliver us from the conqueror’s crushing grasp.
This saving word that our forebears heard is the promise which holds us bound,
till the spear and rod can be crushed by God, who is turning the world around.
My heart shall sing of the day you bring. Let the fires of your justice burn.
Wipe away all tears, for the dawn draws near, and the world is about to turn!
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
1 Timothy 2:1-4
P: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their
needs.
A brief silence may be kept. Each prayer will conclude: Lord in Your mercy, and the
congregation may respond Hear our prayers.
Prayers are commended in Jesus’ Name.
P: All these prayers and whatever else You see that we need we ask in the Name of Jesus Christ,
who was, who is, and who is to come.
C: Amen.
THE SHARING OF THE PEACE

Matthew 5:22-24: Ephesians 4:1-3

P: Sisters and brothers, rejoice. Mend your ways, encourage one another, agree with one
another, live in peace.
2 Corinthians 13:11
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.
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THE MEAL AND SENDING

*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

2 Timothy 4:22, Colossians 3:1, Psalm 136

*PREFACE FOR THE DAY AND THE HOLY, HOLY, HOLY Isaiah 6:3, Matthew 21:9
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*THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION

Matthew 26, Mark 14, Luke 22, 1 Corinthians 11

P: In the night in which He was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks, broke it,
and gave it to His disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is My body, given for you. Do this for
the remembrance of Me.
Again, after supper, He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup
is the new covenant in My blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do
this for the remembrance of Me.
*THE LORD’S PRAYER
P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
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Matthew 6:9-13

*LAMB OF GOD

John 1:29

*DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION AT THE BAPTISMAL FONT
P: This is the body of Christ given for you. This is the blood of Christ shed for you.
SENDING
*THE BLESSING
P: May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
C: Amen.
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*SONG OF SIMEON

Luke 2:29-32

*POST COMMUNION PRAYER
P: We give You thanks, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through the healing power of
this gift of life; and we pray that in Your mercy You would strengthen us, through this gift, in
faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen
*BENEDICTION
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*RECESSIONAL HYMN

“Savior of the Nations, Come”

*DISMISSAL
P: Go in peace, serve the Lord!
C: Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

† † † † † † † †
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PARISH NEWS

Facemasks are recommended but not required during all indoor events and to spread out as
much as possible during in-person worship with a 3-foot space between households.
NURSERY ATTENDANTS BY REQUEST: If your family is in need of a nursery attendant
during the 10:30 service, please let our ushers know and they will contact one of our standby
attendants.
2022 ALTAR FLOWER CALENDAR: The following dates are still available on the 2022
altar flower calendar: Feb. 20, Feb. 27, March 27, June 26, July 3, Oct. 23, Nov. 6 and Nov. 20.
If you’d like to sign up for one of these Sundays, please call or text Susan Lewis at 704-9148451.
2022 OFFERING ENVELOPES: The 2022 offering envelopes are ready to be picked up and
can be found in the Narthex.
AN INVITATION FROM CHRISTIAN ED: The members of the Christian Ed Committee
would like to invite any congregation member who is interested to consider joining this
committee. This committee is responsible for choosing the youth Sunday school curriculum,
planning VBS and hosting church-wide events throughout the year. If you are interested, please
contact the Pastor at michael.comer@lutheranchapelchurch.org.
YOU’RE INVITED!: The congregation of Lutheran Chapel is cordially invited to attend a
reception in the Family Life Center immediately following the 10:00 Service on January 2,
2022 to celebrate the 50th Wedding Anniversary of Terry and Trish Ratchford. Please drop in
for some delicious treats and to share in their celebration of love and commitment. No gifts
please ~ your presence will be their present.
CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL: The first Council Meeting for 2022 will be held Jan. 9th at
4pm in the Chapel.

Candlelight Service at 7:00 pm
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DAILY PRAYER

EACH MORNING AND EVENING, PRAY TO THE LORD. (Psalm 1:2) Prayer lists and
roster, Psalter readings, daily Bible lessons, and a song of praise are below.
PRAYER LIST FOR FELLOWSHIP: BT & Pauline Bradley, Todd Carpenter, Renee
Dockery, Kathy Finch, Ervin Hoffman, Henry Hoffman, Pr. Peter Homovich, Larry Hoover,
Dru Huffstickler, Ann Marie Lentz, Betty Petty, Terry Ratchford, Bill Robinson, Ed Robinson,
Pat & Barbara Robinson, Bill Seabrook, Bob Thornburg, and Myra Weaver
FRIENDS OF THE FELLOWSHIP: Eula Brazell, Bill Bridges, Deborah Carpenter, Mary
Collins, Laura Dixon, Jamison Franklin, Mona Fulton, Victoria Garcia, family of Sandy Helms,
Sherry Hester, Jack Jeffries, Paula Kadel, Ernestine Kincaid, Robbie and Cathy Lewis, Frieda
Moses, Lee Norris, Dakota Shuford, Luke Slessman, Charlene Sorenson, and Judi Truesdail
To share concerns and updates for the prayer list you can contact the church office (704-8646491), Pastor Comer (704-787-6439) or our prayer team (Katherine Carpenter 704-214-2493).
PRAYER ROSTER - Pray for one another. (Ephesians 6:18)
Sunday: George Cashion
Thursday: Will Clark
Monday: Brent Clark
Friday: Steve Clark
Tuesday: Chris Clark
Saturday: Delana Clark
Wednesday: Hunter Clark
FEAST OF PSALMS: Advent
Sunday
Monday
Tuesday

Wednesday Thursday

Friday

Saturday

AM

6, 8

19, 21

33, 40

53, 62

80, 85

96, 98

122, 126

PM

17, 18

24, 25

42, 50

67, 72

93, 94

110, 111

143, 145

THE BIBLE IN A YEAR - Week 51: December 19 to December 26, 2021
12/19 Morning Reading: Revelation 10—Evening Reading: Jonah
12/20 Morning Reading: Revelation 11—Evening Reading: Micah 1, 2, 3
12/21 Morning Reading: Revelation 12—Evening Reading: Micah 4, 5
12/22 Morning Reading: Revelation 13—Evening Reading: Micah 6, 7
12/23 Morning Reading: Revelation 14—Evening Reading: Nahum
12/24 Morning Reading: Revelation 15—Evening Reading: Habakkuk
12/25 Morning Reading: Revelation 16—Evening Reading: Zephaniah
12/26 Morning Reading: Revelation 17—Evening Reading: Haggai
Songs of Praise: “O Come, O Come Emmanuel”
“The King of Glory”
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ELW #257
W&P #136

Next Sunday, December 26, 2021 - 1st Sunday of Christmas
Acts 9:36-43 and Luke 2:41-52 ~ “Journey of Dorcas/Tabitha”
The “Our Daily Bread” devotional is available as a booklet, an app in eBook format, daily
e-mail, or podcast. Visit odb.org/subscribe.
This QR code goes straight to the Daily prayers page on the website that list the
commemorations for the week.

CHURCH ACTIVITIES THIS WEEK
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 19 - SATURDAY, DECEMBER 25, 2021
Sun-19

8:30 am
9:15 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
11:30 am
6:00 pm
8:00 pm

Early Worship (Chapel)
Luther Choir
Sunday School for all ages
Worship w/ Holy Communion (Sanctuary)
Confirmation (Family Life Center)
Chancel Choir
Faith Group (Fellowship Hall)

Mon-20

8:30 am

Tues-21

8:30 am
10:00 am

Preschool
Clothing Closet Workday

Wed-22

8:30 am
6:00 pm

Preschool
Handbell Choir

Preschool

Thur-23 8:30 am

NO Preschool

Fri-24

7:00 pm

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service

Sat-25

Merry Christmas!
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