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JULY 11, 2021
7TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
SERVICE OF WORD AND PRAYER
BOLD indicates congregational responses.
* Indicates that all who are able should stand to honor God.

GATHER
WELCOME
PRELUDE
ANNOUNCEMENTS
GREETING

Psalm 122:1; Psalm 127:1; Genesis 28:16-17

P: We gather together in the name of the Father, + the Son and the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
P: I was glad when they said unto me,

C: let us go to the house of the Lord!
P: I was glad when they said unto me,
C: let us go to the house of the Lord!
P: Unless the Lord builds the house,
C: in vain do the builders labor.
P: Unless the Lord builds the house,
C: in vain do the builders labor.

P: Surely the Lord is in this place.
C: This is the house of God, this is the gate of heaven!
P: Surely the Lord is in this place.
C: This is the house of God, this is the gate of heaven!
P: Oh, come let us worship!
C: Oh, come let us worship! Oh, come let us worship! Oh, come let us worship!

*PROCESSIONAL HYMN

“I Love to Tell the Story”

ELW #661

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Let us pray.
C: O God, from you come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works.
Give to us, your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts
may be set to obey your commandments; and also that we, being defended from the
fear of our enemies, may live in peace and quietness, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.

WORD
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
FIRST LESSON
AMOS 7:7-15
Amos is not the kind of prophet attached to temples or royal courts. Rather, he is an
ordinary farmer from Judah (the southern kingdom) called by God to speak to Israel
(the northern kingdom). God’s word of judgment through Amos conflicts with the king’s
court prophet Amaziah, whom Amos encounters at Bethel.
7

This is what [the Lord God] showed me: the Lord was standing beside a wall built with
a plumb line, with a plumb line in his hand. 8And the Lord said to me, “Amos, what do
you see?” And I said, “A plumb line.” Then the Lord said,
“See, I am setting a plumb line
in the midst of my people Israel;
I will never again pass them by;
9
the high places of Isaac shall be made desolate,
and the sanctuaries of Israel shall be laid waste,
and I will rise against the house of Jeroboam with the sword.”
10
Then Amaziah, the priest of Bethel, sent to King Jeroboam of Israel, saying, “Amos
has conspired against you in the very center of the house of Israel; the land is not able to
bear all his words. 11For thus Amos has said,
‘Jeroboam shall die by the sword,
and Israel must go into exile
away from his land.’ ”
12
And Amaziah said to Amos, “O seer, go, flee away to the land of Judah, earn your
bread there, and prophesy there; 13but never again prophesy at Bethel, for it is the king’s
sanctuary, and it is a temple of the kingdom.”
14
Then Amos answered Amaziah, “I am no prophet, nor a prophet’s son; but I am a
herdsman, and a dresser of sycamore trees, 15and the Lord took me from following the
flock, and the Lord said to me, ‘Go, prophesy to my people Israel.’ ”
L: The Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God.

PSALM 85

“Lord, Let Us See Your Kindness”

Marty Haugen

STORY OF SALVATION LESSON
EPHESIANS 5:21-6:4
Be subject to one another out of reverence for Christ. A home built on Christ serves and
loves one another. While all fall short, this is still our ideal.
21

Be subject to one another out of reverence for Christ.
Wives, be subject to your husbands as you are to the Lord. 23For the husband is the
head of the wife just as Christ is the head of the church, the body of which he is the
Savior. 24Just as the church is subject to Christ, so also wives ought to be, in everything,
to their husbands.
25
Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for
her, 26in order to make her holy by cleansing her with the washing of water by the
word, 27so as to present the church to himself in splendor, without a spot or wrinkle or
22

anything of the kind — yes, so that she may be holy and without blemish. 28In the same
way, husbands should love their wives as they do their own bodies. He who loves his
wife loves himself. 29For no one ever hates his own body, but he nourishes and tenderly
cares for it, just as Christ does for the church, 30because we are members of his
body. 31For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife,
and the two will become one flesh. 32This is a great mystery, and I am applying it to
Christ and the church. 33Each of you, however, should love his wife as himself, and a
wife should respect her husband.
1

Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. 2Honor your father and mother
— this is the first commandment with a promise: 3so that it may be well with you and
you may live long on the earth.
4
And, fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the discipline
and instruction of the Lord.
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

John 1:1, Luke 24:32

*GOSPEL
MARK 6:14-29
Those who are able may stand to honor Christ during the reading of the Gospel.
Response after the announcement:

As Jesus and his disciples begin to attract attention, Mark recalls the story of John the
Baptist’s martyrdom. Like John, Jesus and his disciples will also suffer at the hands of
those opposed to the gospel of salvation.
14

King Herod heard of [the disciples’ preaching,] for Jesus’ name had become known.
Some were saying, “John the baptizer has been raised from the dead; and for this reason
these powers are at work in him.” 15But others said, “It is Elijah.” And others said, “It is
a prophet, like one of the prophets of old.” 16But when Herod heard of it, he said, “John,
whom I beheaded, has been raised.”
17
For Herod himself had sent men who arrested John, bound him, and put him in
prison on account of Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife, because Herod had married her.
18
For John had been telling Herod, “It is not lawful for you to have your brother’s wife.”
19
And Herodias had a grudge against him, and wanted to kill him. But she could not,
20
for Herod feared John, knowing that he was a righteous and holy man, and he
protected him. When he heard him, he was greatly perplexed; and yet he liked to listen
to him. 21But an opportunity came when Herod on his birthday gave a banquet for his
courtiers and officers and for the leaders of Galilee. 22When his daughter Herodias came
in and danced, she pleased Herod and his guests; and the king said to the girl, “Ask me
for whatever you wish, and I will give it.” 23And he solemnly swore to her, “Whatever
you ask me, I will give you, even half of my kingdom.” 24She went out and said to her
mother, “What should I ask for?” She replied, “The head of John the baptizer.”
25
Immediately she rushed back to the king and requested, “I want you to give me at once
the head of John the Baptist on a platter.” 26The king was deeply grieved; yet out of
regard for his oaths and for the guests, he did not want to refuse her. 27Immediately the
king sent a soldier of the guard with orders to bring John’s head. He went and beheaded
him in the prison, 28brought his head on a platter, and gave it to the girl. Then the girl
gave it to her mother. 29When his disciples heard about it, they came and took his body,
and laid it in a tomb.
P: The Gospel of the Lord.

MESSAGE

“Martyrdom of John the Baptist”
On the Christian Household
Martyrdom

The Law is an aspect in the Word that shows our brokenness, sin and need for Jesus’
saving power: So often I fail to stand up for the truth of God. I can so quickly fall into
little compromises with the brokenness within myself and within the world.
The Gospel is an aspect in the Word that gives strength, wisdom and hope in Jesus’
ultimate saving power: The purpose of the Lord will not be frustrated by evil kings, evil
religions, or our sins. The Truth will prevail and we can stand with Jesus Christ who is
the Way, the Truth, and the Life.
So What? Remember the martyrs. Consider listening to the Voice of the Martyrs Radio
podcast. Pray for the persecuted faithful throughout the world especially in China and
Muslim countries.

*HYMN OF THE DAY

“The King of Love My Shepherd Is”

ELW #502

RESPONSE TO THE WORD
P: In Christ, you have heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation.
C: We believe in Him and are marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit.
Ephesians 1:13-14

P: Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith.
*THE APOSTLES’ CREED
All are invited to confess our faith in God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. If you have not
received the gift of baptism or would like to affirm your faith in Jesus and join His
mission here, please indicate on the attendance registry and talk to an usher or the
pastor.
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven and
sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body
and the life + everlasting. Amen.
P: Build yourselves up on your most holy faith:
C: pray in the Holy Spirit. Jude 20
P: Keep yourselves in the love of God;
C: look forward to the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ. Jude 21
P: If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation:
C: Everything old has passed away; behold, everything has become new!
2 Corinthians 5:17

P: God has given us the ministry of reconciliation. Therefore, let us be reconciled to God
and to one another.
Silence for reflection and self-examination.
P: Gracious God,
C: have mercy on us. In Your compassion forgive us our sins, known and
unknown, things done and left undone. Uphold us by Your Spirit so that we may
live and serve You in newness of life, to the honor and glory of Your holy name;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
P: Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in
eternal life.
C: Amen.
ANTHEM
“Come Jesus, Holy Son of God”

CHANCEL CHOIR
G.F. Handel / arr. Hal Hopson
© 1973 Harold Flammer, Inc.

Come, Jesus, Holy Son of God, come.
Holy Son of God,
Thy truth unseal. Thy love reveal.
Thy truth unseal. Thy love reveal.
Lord, hear Thou in mercy our prayer to Thee.
Come, Jesus, Holy Son of God, come.
Holy Son of God, come in Thy might.
Send forth Thy light, come in might,
Come send forth Thy light.
Lord, hear Thou in mercy, our prayer to Thee.

Come, Jesus, O Holy Son of God.
For Thee we long. Hear Thou our prayer.
For Thee we long. O hear Thou our prayer.
To Thee be glory now and evermore.
Lord, hear Thou in mercy our prayer to Thee.
Come, Jesus Holy Son of God.
To Thee be glory,
To Thee be glory evermore.

THE SHARING OF THE PEACE

Matthew 5:22-24: Ephesians 4:1-3

P: Sisters and brothers, rejoice. Mend your ways, encourage one another, agree with one
another, live in peace.
2 Corinthians 13:11
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.
PRAYER
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

1 Timothy 2:1-4

P: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according
to their needs.
A brief silence may be kept. Each prayer will conclude: Lord in Your mercy, and the
congregation may respond Hear our prayers.
Prayers are commended in Jesus’ Name.
P: All these prayers and whatever else You see that we need we ask in the Name of
Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, One God, now and
forever.
C: Amen.
*THE LORD’S PRAYER
P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Matthew 6:9-13

SENDING

*THE BLESSING

Numbers 6:24-26

P: The LORD bless you and keep you. The LORD make His face shine on you and be
gracious to you. The LORD look upon you with favor and give you peace. In the Name
of the Father, + the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
*RECESSIONAL HYMN

“Faith of Our Fathers”

ELW #812

*DISMISSAL
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE
+ + + + + + +
OUR ALTAR FLOWERS are given to the Glory of God by Buddy Carothers in
memory of Elizabeth Anne Carothers.

PARISH NEWS
ROOTS CAR WASH: The Roots youth group will be hosting a car wash fundraiser on
Saturday, July 17th from 9am-12pm in the church parking lot for church members. The
Roots have set a goal to raise $500 to donate to the Lutheran Chapel Backpack Ministry.
Please mark your calendars and help us reach this goal! (Rainy Weather Makeup Day:
July 31st)
GIRLS NIGHT OUT: Women of the church, please join Amy for dinner and
fellowship at Viva Tequis in Gastonia at 5:00 pm on Thursday, July 22. .Please let her
know if you are able to come by Monday, July 19. Hope to see you there!
SPROUTS FAMILY PICNIC: On Sunday, July 25th, the families of our Sprouts
youth are invited to a picnic and a kickball game at the church pavilion immediately
following the 10:30 service. Feel free to bring a change of clothes. Please let Amy know
if your Sprouts family is able to attend by Monday, July 20th.
SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL: Johnny Carpenter is leading an in-person Sunday
School prior to our full Sunday School re-opening in September. It’s being held each
week at 9:30 in the Memorial Chapel. Amy and Pastor Michael would like to encourage
the Roots youth and their families to attend.

DAILY PRAYER

EACH MORNING AND EVENING, PRAY TO THE LORD. (Psalm 1:2) A prayer
list, daily lessons to read the Bible together each year, and a song of praise are below. The
“Our Daily Bread” devotional is available as a booklet, an app in eBook format, daily email, or podcast. Visit odb.org/subscribe.
To share prayer concerns or updates on the prayer list you can call the church office,
call/text Pastor Comer (704-787-6439) or call our prayer team (Katherine Carpenter 704
-214-2493). Intercessions will be for a month and then removed unless requested to
continue.
PRAYER LIST FOR FELLOWSHIP: BT & Pauline Bradley, Kori Bradley, Jerry &
Shirley Carpenter, Steve Clark, Brinkley Finch, Kathy Finch, Pr. Peter Homovich, Larry
Hoover, Dru Huffstickler, Ann Marie Lentz, Betty Petty, Bill Robinson, Bob Thornburg,
and Debi Jean Wankel
FRIENDS OF THE FELLOWSHIP: Dale Abrahamson, Eula Brazell, Bill Bridges, Lee
Brinkley, Taylor Brinkley, Deborah Carpenter, Garry & Carole Farmer, Jamison Franklin,
Mona Fulton, Victoria Garcia, Linda Gay, Sherry Hester, Jack Jeffries, Paula Kadel,
Suzanne Ledford, Ann McClure, Lee Norris, Dakota Shuford, Jack Thornburg, Judi
Truesdail, Charlene Sorenson, George Sung, and Claudia Zibell

THE BIBLE IN A YEAR - Week 28: July 11 to July 18, 2021
07/11 Morning Reading: Acts 17:1-15—Evening Reading: Psalms 1, 2, 3
07/12 Morning Reading: Acts 17:16-34—Evening Reading: Psalms 4, 5, 6
07/13 Morning Reading: Acts 18—Evening Reading: Psalms 7, 8, 9
07/14 Morning Reading: Acts 19:1-20—Evening Reading: Psalms 10, 11, 12
07/15 Morning Reading: Acts 19:21-41—Evening Reading: Psalms 13, 14, 15
07/16 Morning Reading: Acts 20:1-16—Evening Reading: Psalms 16, 17
07/17 Morning Reading: Acts 20:17-38—Evening Reading: Psalms 18, 19
07/18 Morning Reading: Acts 21:1-17—Evening Reading: Psalms 20, 21, 22
Song Of Praise

“Shout to the Lord”

ELW #821

Next Sunday, July 18, 2021
8:30 Morning Prayer: Philippians 2:5-11 and Mark 6:30-34, 53-56
9:30 Sunday School in Chapel - Study of Hebrews
10:30 Holy Communion: Philippians 2:5-11 and Mark 6:30-34, 53-56 ~
“Jesus’ Compassion”
This QR code goes straight to the Daily prayers page on the website that list
the commemorations for the week.

CHURCH ACTIVITIES THIS WEEK
SUNDAY, JULY 11 - SATURDAY, JULY 17, 2021
Sun-11

8:30 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
4:00 pm
8:00 pm

Mon-12

Early Worship w/ Communion (Chapel)
Sunday School (Chapel)
Sprouts Zoom Sunday School
Worship (Sanctuary)
Congregational Council Meeting (Chapel)
Faith Group (Fellowship Hall)

No Preschool

Tues-13

8:30 am
10:00 am

Wed-14

8:30 am

Preschool

Thur-15 8:30 am

Preschool

Sat-17

Roots Car Wash

9:00 am

Preschool
Clothing Closet Workday

