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SERVICE OF TENEBRAE
GOOD FRIDAY ~ APRIL 2, 2021
Our service is an adaptation of the ancient Tenebrae Service which dates from the 8th century. It is a service of worship
that moves from light to darkness, with the fading light symbolizing the loyalty of the disciples and friends of Jesus.

SILENT PRAYER AND MEDITATION
HYMN

“O Sacred Head, Now Wounded”

LBW #117

INVOCATION AND PRAYER
P: In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
P: Let us pray. Almighty God, look with loving mercy on Your family, for whom our Lord Jesus Christ was
willing to be betrayed, to be given over to the hands of sinners, and to suffer death on the cross, who now lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever.
C: Amen.
THE DARKNESS OF MISUNDERSTANDING
The Words in the Temple

Mark 11:15-18
John 2:13-21

The first candle is extinguishes
Silent Meditation
THE DARKNESS OF BETRAYAL
The Words in the Upper Room

Matthew 26:14-29

The second candle is extinguished
Silent Meditation

THE DARKNESS OF TEMPTATION
The Words in the Garden
The third candle is extinguished
Silent Meditation

Matthew 26:31-46

HYMN

“Ah, Holy Jesus”

ELW #349

THE DARKNESS OF INJUSTICE
The Words of the Trial

Mark 14:53-64
Mark 15:1-5
Luke 23:7-12

The fourth candle is extinguished
Silent Meditation
THE DARKNESS OF DENIAL
The Words in the Courtyard

Mark 14:66-72

The fifth candle is extinguished
Silent Meditation
THE DARKNESS OF REJECTION
The Words before Pilate
The sixth candle is extinguished
Silent Meditation

Luke 23:13-24

HYMN

“Were You There ”

ELW #353

PSALM 22

“My God, My God”

Marty Haugen

THE DARKNESS OF THE CRUCIFIXION
The Words from the Cross

Luke 23:33-34, 39-43
John 19:26-30
Mark 27:45-46
Luke 23:46-48

The seventh candle is carried out
(As the candle is carried out, all the lights will be turned out.)

Silent Meditation
PRAYER
P: Almighty God, we beseech You graciously to behold this Your family, for which our Lord Jesus Christ was
content to be destroyed and given up into the hands of wicked men and to suffer to death upon the cross.
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
(After a period of silence, the seventh candle will be brought back to the altar, held aloft and then returned to its
position. All rise and leave the church in silence. The Pastor will not greet the congregation following the service.)

We are so happy you joined us for worship.
Please fill out the information below and leave this page in the pew
following the service. Thank you!
Date:__________________________________________________________________
Name:_________________________________________________________________
Address:_______________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
Phone:_________________________________________________________________
Email:_________________________________________________________________
____Member

____Visitor

____Desire a call from the Pastor

Prayer Request:_________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________

